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SCHOOL CLOSURE EXTENSION 
I hope you and your family are safe and healthy.  As you know, Governor Murphy has extended the 
school closure through at least May 15, 2020.  For some, this offers a glimmer of hope for a possible 
reopening while for others it increases the level of uncertainty.  Our goal is to continue to provide 
educational opportunities and practice for students while schools are closed but also to eliminate as 
much stress as feasibly possible for students, parents, and teachers.  
 
While it is our responsibility to continue to educate our children, we also want to compassionately 
take into consideration the variety of difficulties that our families are enduring during this time.  Please 
remember perfection is neither a requirement nor an expectation.  
 
HOME OF A FUTURE HIGHLANDER 
As I walk through my neighborhood I admire the colored rainbows displayed in windows and the 
chalk art adorning the streets and driveways.  It gave me an idea.  At this link you will find a coloring 
sheet of the MKM Future Highlander Bear (thank you Ms. Hapster). I am encouraging all of our MKM 
students, our “Future Highlanders”, to color and decorate their bear and hang in the windows of their 
home.  Let’s see if we can get 340 bears hanging in every HOME OF A FUTURE HIGHLANDER! 
Ready, set, GO! 
 
THANK YOU  
Our prerecorded monthly Community Celebration was beautifully done.  A special thank you to Ms. 
Goldstein and Ms. Pepitone for helping us continue this tradition remotely.  If you were unable to view 
it, Ms. Goldstein has it posted on her website.    
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Three of our MKM students are featured in the  Union County Youth Art Month Digital Art Show. 
Congratulations to kindergarten student Luke Vinokur, and 1st graders, Wren Malestar-Poris, and 
Whitney McCormack.  Take a look, the digital production may just provide some inspiration for your 
budding artists.   
 
AMPLIFY READING 
I am aware that some of you experienced difficulty accessing Amplify Reading this week.  Clicking on 
the link provided in the daily lesson plan will alleviate this issue.  Please encourage your child to give 
their best effort and continue to use the program.  It does not replace Raz Kids or Epic reading but 
provides an additional resource in providing our students with a balanced approach to reading 
instruction and an opportunity for teachers to monitor skill acquisition.  
 

2020-2021 CLASS PLACEMENT 
The MKM staff will soon begin the process of grouping students for placement into classes for the 
next school year. This is a major undertaking, which we address thoroughly and thoughtfully. As you 
can imagine, it is an artful challenge, not a perfect science.  While I can appreciate that many parents 
want to involve themselves in class placement decisions, I stand firm in our practice that specific 
requests for classroom teachers will not be granted.  
 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=9565&dataid=20326&FileName=MKM%20Future%20Highlander%20Bear.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7EKlPb7X1Y&feature=youtu.be


The ultimate goal for the classroom placement process is to create well-balanced heterogeneously 
grouped classrooms of students. The placement team considers all students’ strengths and needs 
with regard to academic proficiency, social competence, emotional maturity, learning style, 
behavioral dynamics, peer relationships, any services received, and future elementary school 
(entering K and 1st). Your child's present teacher and other support staff members have a wealth of 
information about the conditions under which your child learns best. They will share this information 
with me as part of the placement process.  

I realize that on occasion, there may be extenuating circumstances when a teacher preference needs 
to be considered. For example, if a prior relationship with a prospective teacher would make things 
awkward or the teacher is a neighbor or relative, you are certainly welcome to share that information 
with me via email. We want everyone positioned to have the best year possible while being 
appreciative and respectful of the wide range of diversity in the school experience. Please know that 
any letters I receive will be considered at the placement team meetings. 
 
Parent requests for specific teachers will NOT be granted. If there is compelling information that the 
school should consider when placing your child, please submit it to me in writing (not the classroom 
teachers as it is unfair to put them in a conflicting predicament) otherwise, please trust us to make 
decisions that have every child's best interests in mind.  
 
WEEK THREE SCAVENGER HUNT 
When you think your child needs a break or just needs some movement, send them on this week’s 5 
Senses Scavenger Hunt.  Please take a photo and send it to me (acorley@bhpsnj.org) and I will post 
the photos on our website!  
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