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PHILOSOPHY/RATIONALE  
 

 

Contemporary America is a required full-year course taught during the eleventh grade, 

which meets the New Jersey and Berkeley Heights School Districtôs requirements for the 

second year of American history. Contemporary America is taught at two levels, regular 

and honors. The course begins with the United States entry into World War II and 

extends to the present day. The course integrates the study of government, political 

science, history, economics, and culture. The course is broken into eight units that 

chronologically examine major eras in contemporary American history. The units are 

devised to meet the requirement of the New Jersey Social Studies Core Curriculum 

Standards, as well as provide increased knowledge of social studies and opportunities to 

apply this knowledge to new situations. 

 

The curriculum addresses many tasks and skills suggested by the national standards.  

These include reading, research, technical, and critical thinking skills that can be 

developed throughout the eleventh grade year. The curriculum also provides opportunity 

to practice many of the skills contained in the Workplace Readiness Standards. The social 

studies curriculum provides for consistent and enriched teaching and learning of both 

content and skills throughout high school. Its ultimate goal is educating students to 

become active participants in an American democratic system. 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

 

I. Investigate the structure and standing of American government on the eve of 

American entry into World War II. (6.1/C1-5, E3; 6.3/G4; 6.6/C1; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, 

C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 8.3/A1; 8.4/A1-4, B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Discover the purpose of government in its various forms throughout history. 

B. Explore the organs of the American system of government. 

C. Explain the genesis of American political structure. 

D. Study the United States in the period immediately preceding the attack on 

Pearl Harbor. 

E. Explore the events prompting American entry into World War II. 

 

II.  Categorize the presidencies of F. D. Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman, as well as 

the major decisions and events of the era. (6.1/C2, D1; 6.3/H1,2; 6.4/J2, K2; 

6.5/L2; 6.6/A1,C1; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 8.3/A1; 8.4/A1-4, 

B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Explore the role of American military involvement during World War II. 

B. Study the social effects of World War II upon American society. 

C. Analyze the dropping of the atomic bomb and its consequences. 

D. Dissect the origins and causes of the Cold War. 

E. Evaluate the process and results of the settlement of World War II. 

F. Judge the consequences of World War II upon the United States. 

G. Measure New Jerseyôs role and key contributions to the war effort and post-

war economic expansion. 

 

III.  Assess the Eisenhower administration and American society in the 1950ôs. 

(6.1/A4-6, B2,3, C1-3,5,6, D1,2, E3; 6.4/K1,2; 6.5/M1,2; 6.6/A1, B1, C1-3; 

6.7/A3,4, B1,4, D1,4; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 8.3/A1; 

8.4/A1-4, B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Appraise the concerns and aspirations of American society in the 1952 

election. 

B. Evaluate the policy of containment and its efficacy. 

C. Assess the impact of the Cold War and the fight against communism on the 

American citizenry. 

D. Examine the economic and social factors that influenced the migration of 

American people during this era. 

E. Measure the changes in the American economy during the postwar era. 

F. Study the origins of the fight for social justice by subordinate groups within 

American society. 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 

 
 

G. Perceive how societal and legal changes during this period affected New 

Jersey. 

 

IV.  Distinguish the changes in government policy and societal flux linked to the 

Kennedy and Johnson administration. (6.1/A1-6, B1,2, C1-5; 6.2/2,4; 6.3/H4,5, 

K2,3; 6.5/M1,2; 6.6/C4; 6.7A2,3; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 

8.3/A1; 8.4/A1-4, B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Determine the key issues and consequences of the election of 1960. 

B. Classify the foreign policies and key events of the Kennedy Presidency. 

C. Interpret the effects of the Kennedy assassination upon American society. 

D. Measure American involvement in Indo-China. 

E. Rule on the successes and failures on American policy in Vietnam. 

F. Investigate the political underpinnings and realizations of Johnsonôs Great 
Society. 

G. Elaborate on the goals and methodologies used by various social and political 

movements. 

H. Examine the events and issues surrounding the 1968 presidential election. 

 

V. Deduce the major personalities, events, and trends impacting American 

democracy in the 1970ôs. (6.1/A3,4,6, B1,3, C1-3,5, D1, E3;  6.3/H3; 6.4/L1; 

6.5/M1,2; 6.6/A1, D1, E1; 6.7/C2; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 

8.3/A1; 8.4/A1-4, B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Chart the rise and fall of the political career of Richard Nixon. 

B. Rate Nixonôs successes and failures in foreign and domestic policy. 

C. Explain the key events and players involved in the Watergate Scandal. 

D. Inspect the well being of the American economy throughout the 1970ôs. 

E. Survey the domestic and foreign policies of the Carter administration. 

 

VI.  Determine the doctrines and key policies imposed by the Reagan and Bush 

administrations. (6.1/A1-4,6, B1,2, C1-8, D1; 6.4/L1; 6.5/M1,2; 6.6/A1, B1, D1; 

6.7/C2, D3,5, E1-5; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 8.3/A1; 8.4/A1-

4, B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Identify the hallmarks of the Reagan ideology. 

B. Relate Reaganôs ideas to his implementation of foreign policy initiatives. 

C. Investigate the successes and failures of Reaganôs economic policy. 

D. Discuss the obstacles and challenges faced during the Bush Presidency. 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 
 

 

VII.  Examine the 1990ôs as a manifestation of a New World Order. (6.1/A1,6, B1-3, 

C1-3,5,8 D1, E1; 6.3/H6,7; 6.4/L1; 6.5/M1,2; 6.6/F1; 6.7/E1-5; 6.8/A1,2, B1,2, 

C1-5; 8.1/B1-3; 8.2/A3, B3; 8.3/A1; 8.4/A1-4, B2, C1,2, D1; 8.6/A3,8-11) 

 

A. Appraise the values and priorities implicit in the 1992 presidential race. 

B. Chronicle the changing nature of United States influence in a post-Soviet 

world. 

C. Assess social and political challenges facing American government during the 

Clinton years. 

 

VIII.  Explore opportunities for an in-depth study of current issues of contemporary 

historical significance. 

 



Berkeley Heights Public Schools  7  

STUDENT PROFICIENCIES 
 

 

The students will be able to: 

1.  Identify, explain, and analyze significant historical, social, and political trends. 

(6.4/K3; 6.5/M1,2) 

2.  Summarize, categorize, analyze, and evaluate information in multiple forms. 

(6.1/A6; 6.8/A1,2) 

3.  Draw informed and accurate conclusions using primary source data. (6.8/A2) 

4.  Identify and assess cause and effect relationships. (6.3/G4) 

5.  Draw inferences and predict outcomes. (6.8/A1) 

6.  Evaluate various sources of information to detect bias and analyze credibility. 

7.  Enhance problem-solving skills. 

8.  Critically interpret statistical, graphic, and economic data and draw accurate 

conclusions. (6.6/A1, C1-4) 

9.  Create graphic representations of key events, concepts, and/or trends. 

10.  Identify alternative courses of action and predict consequences. 

11.  Evaluate the impact of a leaderôs personality upon decision-making. (6.1/E3) 

12.  Use tools of economic analysis to predict outcomes. (6.6/A1, C3, D1, F1,2) 

13.  Foster group process and decision-making skills. 

14.  Interpret information to develop an understanding of the complexities involved in 

meeting the needs of a diverse population. (6.8/C2-5) 

15. Identify situations in which social, political, and legal action is needed. (6.8/C2-

5) 

16.  Participate in decision-making activities that promote consensus, tolerance, and 

interpersonal effectiveness. (6.8/C1-5) 

17.  Conduct a professionally executed oral history interview with community 

members. (6.5/L2, M1,2, N1,2) 

18.  Continue to develop research and productivity skills using computers, software, 

and the Internet. 

19.  Combine critical concepts into an informed conclusion. 

20.  Continue to develop public presentation and speaking skills by presenting 

individual and group reports. 

21.  Continue to build skills in written expression by creating papers and projects of 

varying lengths and formats. 
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METHODS OF EVALUATION  

 
 

1.  Teacher observation/questioning/monitoring. 

 

2.  Teacher developed tests and quizzes. 

 

3.  Publisher developed tests and quizzes. 

 

4.  Midterm examination. 

 

5.  Final project. 

 

6.  Select historical analysis papers. 

 

7.  Homework and class work. 

 

8.  Class participation. 

 

9.  Activities and projects. 

 

10.  Notebooks, journals and portfolios. 

 

11.  Performance assessments. 

 

12.  Self-assessment. 

 

The honors level course will be differentiated through the text materials, higher level of 

reading requirements, and greater expectations of the teacher reflected in written and 

objective assignments. 

 
Weighting of various required assignments is at the discretion of the instructor and 

should follow the guidelines established in the student and staff handbook. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE  

COURSE OUTLINE/STUDENT OBJECTIVES  

 

 

The student will be able to: 

N. J. Core  

Curri culum 

Standards 

 

Indicators 
 

Course Outline/Student Objectives 

 

6.1 

 

6.3 

6.6 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

8.2 

 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

8.6 

 

 

C1-5 

E3 

G4 

C1 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1 

A3,8-11 

 

I.       Modern American Government - A Prelude to 

         World War II (2 Weeks) 

A. Investigate the Structure and Function of 

      Government in Society 

          1.  Define the purpose of government 

      2.  Identify key forms of government utilized 

                     throughout the world 

          3.  Analyze the impact of a nationôs choice of 

               government upon its citizenry and its legal, 

               economic, and political system 

B. Examine the Structure of American 

Democracy 

1.  Describe the development, structure, and 

     powers of the legislative branch 

          2.  Describe the development, structure, and 

               powers of the executive branch 

          3.  Describe the development, structure, and 

               powers of the judicial branch 

          4.  Explain the mechanics of the system of 

               checks and balances 

C. Inspect the State of American Society on the 

                Eve of World War II 

          1.  Discuss the general state of the American 

               economy in December of 1941 

          2.  Summarize the key issues of concern to 

               Americans in December of 1941 

          3.  Examine the involvement of America in  

               worldwide affairs in December of 1941 

          4.  Discuss the immediate impact of Pearl 

               Harbor upon American citizens 

          5.  Investigate the conditions within New 

               Jersey on the eve of World War II 

 

6.1 

 

6.3 

6.4 

 

C2 

D1 

H1-2 

J2 

II.      President Roosevelt, President Truman, and the 

          Origins of the Cold War (8 weeks) 
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6.5 

6.6 

 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

8.2 

 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

8.6 

 

 

K2 

L2 

A1 

C1 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B 3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1 

A3,8-11 

  A.  Analyze the Major Foreign and Domestic 

                Political Decisions Made During World War 

                II  

          1.  Create a timeline of American military 

               involvement in World War II 

          2.  Map the major European and Pacific 

               theaters of war 

          3.  Discuss and debate President Rooseveltôs 

               decision to place Japanese-Americans in 

               internment camps 

          4.  Analyze American involvement in World 

               War II as it relates to the end of New Deal 

               policies 

          5.  Investigate the American knowledge of 

               Nazi concentration camps 

          B.  Discuss the Significant Social Changes 

                Impacting American Society Over the Course 

                of World War II 

          1.  Trace the changing role of women as the 

                men are called to fight in World War II 

          2.  Consider the issue of segregation and 

               discrimination found domestically, and in 

               the military, during World War II 

         C.  Determine the Impact of World War II on the 

               American Economy 

         1.  Investigate the mobilization of American 

                    industry to support the war effort 

         2.  List the government agencies responsible 

              for directing and gathering support for the 

              production and conservation of war 

              materials 

   D.  Evaluate the Decision-Making Process for 

               Dropping the Atomic Bomb on Japan 

         1.  Study the research and development of the 

              Manhattan Project 

         2.  Consider the options available to President 

              Truman in his efforts to end the war with 

              Japan 

         3.  Evaluate the short and long-term 

              consequences of dropping the atomic bomb 

    E.  Assess the Political Implications Resulting 

               From the Allied Settlement Meetings 

               Following World War II and How These 

               Created a Cold War Dynamic 

         1.  Chart the issues and resolutions of each of           
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            E.  Assess the Political Implications Resulting 

                From the Allied Settlement Meetings 

                Following World War II and How These 

                Created a Cold War Dynamic (continued) 

               the major Allied settlement conferences           

          2.  Investigate the goals, needs, and 

               motivations of the Allied nations involved  

                     in the settlement of World War II 

          3.  Explore the personalities and motivations 

               of each of the Big Three leaders and their 

               impact upon these settlement conferences 

          4.  Map the resulting divisions and spheres of 

               influence following the settlement of 

               World War II 

          5.  Appraise the application and impact of the 

               Marshall Plan upon postwar Europe 

     F.  Predict the Long-Term Consequences of 

          World War II Upon America 

 

6.1 

 

 

 

 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

 

 

6.7 

 

 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

8.2 

 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

8.6 

 

A4-6 

B2-3 

C1-3, 5,6 

D1-2 

E3 

K1-2 

M1-2 

A1 

B1 

C1-3 

A3-4 

B1,4 

D1,4 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1 

A3,8-11 

III.      The Eisenhower Years - ñHappy Days?ò (7 

           weeks) 

A. Examine the Korean War and the 1952 

      Election as Expressions of American Cold 

      War Values 

           1.  Explore the origins of American 

                involvement in Korea as an expression of 

                the doctrine of containment 

           2.  Map the major movements of troops 

                during the Korean conflict and explore its 

                eventual settlement 

           3.  Explore the structure and role of the 

                United Nations as a mediator in world 

                affairs 

           4.  Appraise the conflict between Truman and 

                MacArthur as an expression of checks and 

                balances and exertion of presidential 

                authority  

B. Analyze the Impact of the Cold War Upon 

                 Everyday Life in American Society 

           1.  Describe the application and implications 

                of anti-communist activity during this 

                period 

           2.  Research the activities of the House Un- 

                American Activities Committee and 

                Senator Joseph McCarthy 

           3.  Discover civil defense activities 
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       B.  Analyze the Impact of the Cold War Upon 

                 Everyday Life in American Society (cont.) 

                      undertaken by the government, business, 

                and citizens 

C. Appraise the Changes of American 

                 Communities During the 1950ôs 

                 1.  Chart the population growth (ñBaby 

                      Boomò) and migration of peoples within 

                      different sectors and regions of American 

                      society 

           2.  Examine the reasons for the growth of 

                suburban areas during this period 

           3.  Identify the ways in which returning war 

                veterans and the GI Bill impacted 

                America 

           4.  Investigate the growth of the American 

                economy, business, and consumer culture 

                in the postwar period 

a.  recall basic economic concepts and 

                           terminology 

b.  measure the growth of American 

                           society through the use of economic 

                           statistics 

c.  trace the growing influence of 

                           American business upon the global 

                           economy 

d.  investigate advertising and marketing 

                           and their influence upon consumer 

                           culture    

           5.  Relate the changes in American society 

                during this period to the State of New 

                Jersey 

          a.  investigate Levittowns in NY and NJ as 

               expressions of suburbanization 

b.  describe the impact of the Highway 

                           Act of 1956 upon New Jerseyôs 

                           infrastructure 

D. Identify the Undercurrents of Dissent and 

                 Struggles for Social Justice Among Various 

                 Sectors of American Society 

           1.  Study conditions of poverty in urban and 

                rural areas 

           2.  Research expressions of discontent 

                amongst minority groups                  

a.  examine the origins of the Civil Rights 
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       D.  Identify the Undercurrents of Dissent and 

                 Struggles for Social Justice Among Various 

                 Sectors of American Society (continued) 

                           movement through studies of the 

                           Montgomery Bus Boycott and Brown 

                           vs. Board of Education decision 

          b.  discuss American policy towards 

               Native Americans 

c. identify the struggles of Mexican 

migrant workers in the southwestern 

United States 

           3.  Investigate government programs 

                addressing social ills 

           4.  Appraise the role of various activist 

                groups, social movements, and selected 

                dissent activities upon New Jersey  

a.  examine the Newark Riots as a 

                           manifestation of social discontent 

                           during the period 

b.  assess the value and success of HUD 

                           and federally funded housing for the 

                           urban poor in New Jersey 

 E.  Interpret and Explain Eisenhowerôs Warning 

      About the Powers of a Military Industrial 

      Complex 

 

6.1 

 

 

6.2 

6.3 

 

6.5 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

8.2 

 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

A1-6 

B1-2 

C1-5 

2,4 

H4-5 

K2-3 

M1-2 

C4 

A2-3 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

IV.      J. F. Kennedy and L. B. Johnson -Cohesion and 

           Dissent (6 weeks) 

           A.  Evaluate the 1960 Election and its Future 

                 Consequences on American Society 

           1.  Appraise the role of the mass media in 

                Kennedyôs victory 

           2.  Discuss the electoral process as an 

                expression of American democracy 

           3.  Estimate the impact of religion upon the 

                American political process 

          B.  Examine Events Expressing Kennedyôs Cold 

                 War Doctrines 

           1.  Appraise the policies of the Kennedy 

                Administration with regard to Cuba 

          a.  examine American economic policy 

               towards Cuba 

          b.  assess the policies motivating the 

               actuation of the Bay of Pigs disaster 

               and its political consequences 

          c.  study the Cuban missile crisis as an         
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8.6 

 

D1 

A3,8-11 

 

    B.  Examine Events Expressing Kennedyôs Cold 

               War Doctrines (continued) 

             exercise in presidential decision 

             making 

         2.  Evaluate Kennedyôs stance and actions 

              resisting Soviet influence in Berlin 

               3.  Judge Kennedyôs Alliance for Progress as 

                    an extension of U.S. influence over Latin 

                    America 

          C.  Evaluate the Impact of Kennedyôs 

                Assassination Upon American Society 

          D.  Trace the Growth and Decline of American 

                Involvement in Southeast Asia 

          1.  Compose a timeline of western 

                involvement in Indochina 

          2.  Analyze the ideological conflict between 

               western colonialism and Soviet 

               communism 

          3.  Trace the evolving role of American 

                military presence in Vietnam 

          4.  Examine the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

               as a breakdown of the checks and 

               balances system 

          5.  Chronicle the decline of national resolve 

               and public support for the Vietnam war  

         a.  evaluate role of the media in 

              influencing public opinion on the war 

                     b.  summarize the nature and techniques 

  of public polling and its use during the 

  period  

          6.  Study the Tet Offensive as a turning 

               point in the Vietnam War 

          E.  Chronicle Kennedyôs Domestic Policies and 

                Their Evolution and Acceptance as Part of 

                Johnsonôs Great Society 

          1.  Compare and contrast the domestic 

               policies of Kennedy and Johnson 

          2.  Examine the Space Race as both a 

               domestic and Cold War initiative 

          3.  Identify and outline policies formulated 

               during the Kennedy administration that 

               were carried out during the Johnson 

               Presidency 
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            F.  Measure the Impact of Johnsonôs Great 

               Society  

         1.  Describe the War on Poverty, its 

              formulation, goals, implementation, and 

              results 

         2.  Examine the Medicare and Medicaid 

                    programs as instruments of social 

                    welfare 

         3.  Evaluate the results of Johnsonôs 

                    social initiatives upon civil rights, labor 

                    rights, and education 

               4.  Measure the importance of landmark 

                    Supreme court decisions upon civil 

                    liberties 

    G.  Examine the Philosophies and Techniques 

                of Various Groups Desiring Social and 

                Political Change 

          1.  Investigate the antiwar movement and its 

               impact upon U.S. policies 

                2.  Discuss the rise of the Womenôs 

                     Movement and its goals 

          3.  Recognize the issues affecting Hispanic- 

 Americans during this period 

          4.  Appraise the impact of mainstream civil 

                rights organizations as well as groups 

                such as the Black Panthers and the 

                Nation of Islam upon race relations and 

                social justice 

          5.  Review the beliefs and values of the 

               counterculture movement 

         a.  examine art and music of the period 

              as expressions of the counterculture 

                     b.  review key literary figures and 

                    works of the Counterculture 

          H.  Assess the Impact of Key Events and Public 

                Dissent Upon the 1968 Presidential Election 

          1.  Investigate the public reaction and 

               impact of the assassinations of Martin 

               Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy 

          2.  Examine civil unrest in urban areas 

                     during the summer of 1968 

          3.  Critique the 1968 Democratic National 

               Convention and its effects upon the 

               election 
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6.1 

 

 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

 

 

6.7 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

8.2 

 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

8.6 

 

 

A3,4,6 

B1,3 

C1-3 

D1 

E3 

H3 

L1 

M1-2 

A1 

D1 

E1 

C2 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1 

A3,8-11 

 

V.      Richard Nixon and the 1970ôs - Changing Tides 

          (4 weeks) 

          A.  Examine the Political Career of Richard 

                Nixon 

          1.  Chart the rise of Nixon as a key player in 

                     American politics       

          2.  Evaluate the 1968 election as a measure 

               of discontent in the American electorate 

           B.  Enumerate the Political Impact of Nixonôs 

                 Foreign Policy 

           1.  Analyze key events in Vietnam and the 

                Nixon plan for ñPeace with Honorò 

          a.  judge the impact of the Mei Lai 

               massacre upon public support for the 

               war 

          b.  examine the Kent State shootings and 

               measure their impact 

           2.  Appraise the ñOpening of Chinaò and the 

                      impact of Nixonôs visit upon Sino- 

                      American relations 

           C.  Analyze the Events and Consequences of the 

                 Watergate Scandal 

           1.  Chart key events in the scandal 

           2.  Identify and diagram the involvement of 

                key figures in the Watergate scandal 

           3.  Interpret the role of the media as a 

                watchdog over governmental actions 

           4.  Measure the impact of the scandal upon 

                public faith and trust in the government 

     D.  Assess Economic Conditions in the United 

           States During the 1970ôs 

           1.  Examine the role of OPEC in fostering 

                the economic slump of the early 1970ôs 

           2.  Identify key problems in the American 

                economy in the 1970ôs and predict 

                possible solutions 

           3.  Assess the effectiveness of government 

                policy to moderate the economic decline 

                of the 1970ôs 

           E.  Investigate the Domestic and Foreign Policies 

     of the Carter Administration 

           1.  Evaluate Carterôs domestic policy 

          a.  judge his failure to effectively quell 

               the economic slump of the period 

          b.  outline major social goals of the  
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             1.  Evaluate Carterôs domestic policy (cont.) 

               Carter Administration 

           2.  Appraise Carterôs major foreign policy 

    initiatives and his advocacy for human 

          rights based foreign policy 

                      a.  examine disarmament talks with the 

                           Soviet Union 

                      b.  discuss the U.S. boycott of the 1980 

                           Moscow Olympic games as a tool of 

                           foreign policy 

          c.  appraise Carterôs role in the Camp 

               David Accords and their long-term 

               effect upon the Middle East 

          d.  evaluate Carterôs approach to the Iran 

               hostage crisis and its impact upon his 

               re-election campaign 

 

6.1 

 

 

 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

 

 

6.7 

 

 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

8.6 

 

 

A1-4,6 

B1-2 

C1-8 

D1 

L1 

M1-2 

A1 

B1 

D1 

C2 

D3,5 

E1-5 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1 

A3,8-11 

 

VI.     The Reagan Era ï Conservatism Reborn (3 

          weeks) 

          A.  Describe Reaganôs Philosophies and Vision 

                With Respect to the Presidential Campaign of 

                1980 

          1.  Distinguish between liberal and 

               conservative values and political beliefs 

          2.  Compare and contrast Reaganôs 

               conservative ideology to that of his 

               opponents in the 1980 presidential 

               election 

          3.  Evaluate the role of religion in Reaganôs 

               political viewpoints and in his election 

               success 

          B.  Evaluate the Goals and Actuation of 

                Reaganôs Policies Toward the Cold War 

          1.  Examine the escalation of military 

               expenditures during this era 

          2.  Judge the efficacy of Reaganôs foreign 

               policy doctrines 

          3.  Trace Americaôs role in the decline and 

               fall of the Soviet Union 

          C.  Appraise the Rationale and Expression of 

                Reaganomics 

          1.  Define, explain, and evaluate the goals 

               and achievements of Reaganomics 

          2.  Consider the economic principles that 

               drove Reaganôs policies 
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            D.  Describe the Policies of the Bush 

                Administration as an Extension of the Reagan 

                Years  

          1.  Predict the economic changes caused by 

               the end of the Cold War 

 2.  Describe the causes, events, and 

      consequences of American involvement 

               in the Persian Gulf War 

          3.  Evaluate the causes and consequences of 

               economic recession during the Bush 

               presidency 

 

6.1 

 

 

 

 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

 

 

8.1 

8.2 

 

8.3 

8.4 

 

 

 

8.6 

 

A1,6 

B1-3 

C1-3, 5, 8 

D1 

E1 

H6-7 

L1 

M1-2 

F1 

E1-5 

A1-2 

B1-2 

C1-5 

B1-3 

A3 

B3 

A1 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1 

A3,8-11 

VII.    Clinton and the 1990ôs - The Lone Super 

           Power (two weeks) 

           A.  Analyze the Election of 1992 as an 

                 Expression of Changing American Values       

                 1.  Compare and contrast the values and 

                 policies of Clinton, Bush, and Perot 

            2.  Discuss the role and function of political 

                 parties in American democracy 

            B.  Assess the Global Role of the United States 

                  in the Post-Soviet Era 

            1.  Measure the changing objectives of the 

                 United States military 

            2.  Assess the changing international role of 

                 the United States throughout the world 

            C.  Examine the Struggles and Successes of the 

                  Economic and Social Policies of the Clinton 

                  Administration 

  1.  Propose solutions to the growing costs of 

                       health care in American society 

            2.  Debate the positive and negative 

                       consequences of participating in the 

                       NAFTA agreement 

            3.  Judge the struggles between the 

                 legislative and executive branches of 

                 government during the Clinton 

                       administration 

 

 

 

 

VIII.    Case Studies ï Current Issues (2 Weeks) 

A. Examine Issues of Current Historical 

      Significance 

B. Utilize Historical Studies to Evaluate and 

      Present a Current Issue of Historical 

      Significance  
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE 
 

Unit I:  Contemporary American Government: A Prelude to World War II (2 

Weeks) 

 
 

Text - The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

      Chapter 1 

 

Text - American Odyssey (Regular) 

           Chapter 15 Section 2-3 

 
Theories and forms of government 

 We The People  

      Lesson 1: What would life be like in a state of nature? 

 

 We The People 

      Lesson 2: How does government secure natural rights? 

 

Model Government (attached) 

A comparison chart of the worldwide forms of government using Government in the 

United States by Remy 

 

Discussion of leadership and politics (attached) 

 ñPolitical Chemistry,ò US News and World Report, Nov 2, 1992. 

      Article, student worksheet and instructor discussion notes 

 

Pearl Harbor 

 Teaching With Documents ñA Date Which Will Live in Infamyò (attached) 

      Draft of FDR speech with suggested lesson plan. 

 

 Video. Pearl Harbor: Two Hours that Changed the World 

           ABC News. In IMC  

 

 Video. You the Jury 

           In IMC ï VC347.07YOU 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit II - President Roosevelt, President Truman, and the Origins of the Cold War.  

(8 weeks) 

 

Text - The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

          Chapter 2-4 

 

Text - American Odyssey (Regular) 

          Chapter 16 Section 1-3 

          Chapter 17 Section 1 

          Chapter 19 Section 1 

  

A History of Our Time (Honors) 

 Part I: The Cold War Abroad and at Home, pages 1-67 

 

Breaking Away from the Textbook: Chapter 15 (attached) 

Chapter contains a variety of suggestions for assignments, projects, discussions and 

activities relating to WWII. 

 

Document Study on the Internment of Americans of Japanese decent during World War 

II. (attached) 

A case study of primary sources concerning the internment of Japanese-Americans 

with a study guide, assignment, and discussion questions. 

 

Japanese-American Internment. Activity Packet 

 1993 Jackdaw Publications. In IMC ï JK940.54HIR 

 

Youôre Going to Employ Women: Pamphlet (attached) 

War Department pamphlet explaining issues of the use of women in wartime 

production. Accompanying discussion suggestions. 

 

World War II: The Homefront Supplemental Teaching Unit 

 Multimedia unit of primary source materials from the National Archives.  

 In IMC ï JK940.53WOR 

 

Teaching With Documents ñCorrespondence Urging Bombing of Auschwitz during 

World War IIò (attached) 

Primary Sources discussing American knowledge of concentration camps with 

student activities and lesson plans. 

 

Survival Operation Handout (attached) 

Values exercise in decision-making using a bomb shelter and hypothetical World War 

III.  
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit II - President Roosevelt, President Truman, and the Origins of the Cold War.  

(8 weeks) (continued) 

 

 

Trumanôs Options-Dropping the Atomic Bomb? (attached) 

Overhead transparency used in a writing and class discussion of alternatives and 

consequences of presidential decision-making. 

 

Teachersô Resources (attached) 

Selected editorials and articles concerning historical implications from the dropping 

of the atomic bomb in 1945. 

 

Atomic Bomb Perspectives - Create a Newspaper Activity (attached) 

Students will use their knowledge and research to use Microsoft Publisher to create a 

newspaper reporting the results of dropping the first atomic bomb on Japan. 

 

Foreign Policy Focus from the Center for Foreign policy Development (attached) 

 Selected handouts, statistics, and worksheets regarding the conclusion of WWII. 

Teachers Resource 

 

Primary Sources in U.S. History 

 America in World War II: The 1940ôs 

      A workbook of activities using Primary documents. 

           Activity 1: Business and Labor: Women in the Workforce 

           Activity 3: World War II Rationing 

           Activity 6: The Pledge of Allegiance 

           Activity 7: Minority Experience: Japanese-American Internment Camps 

 

U. S. History: Book 3: Prelude to Present, 1920-1960 

 A workbook of historical activities. 

 Lesson 23: Rosie the Riveter: From War Work to Womenôs Lib 

      Lesson 26: Yalta: Bargain or Sellout? 

      Lesson 28: Postwar Soviet Expansion: Imperialism or Self-Defense? 

      Lesson 29: Containment: Trumanôs Response to Soviet Expansion 

 

Major Problems in American History Since 1945 

 Chapter 2, The Atomic Bombing of Japan, pages 36-69 

 

Perspectives 

 The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb 

A series of five perspectives debating the decision to use the atomic bomb on 

Japan 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit II - President Roosevelt, President Truman, and the Origins of the Cold War.  

(8 weeks) (continued) 

 

 

Video. Enola Gay and the Bombing of Japan 

 In IMC ï VC940.54ENO 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The 1940ôs War, Recovery and Rebirth 

2000. MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC909.82TWE 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit III - The Eisenhower Years: ñHappy Days?ò (7 weeks) 

 
 

Text - The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

          Chapter 5-6 

          Chapter 9 pages 247-256 (Korean War) 

 

Text - American Odyssey (Regular) 

          Chapter 17 Section 2-4 

          Chapter 18 Section 1-3 

          Chapter 19 Section 2-3 

          Chapter 20 Section 1-3 

 

A History of Our Time (Honors) 

 A Revisionist View of Eisenhower, pages 93-107 

 

New Jersey: A Mirror on America 

 Chapter 14  

 

Breaking Away from the Textbook: Chapter 16 (attached) 

Chapter contains a variety of suggestions for assignments, projects, discussions, and 

activities relating to the period. 

 

President Trumanôs address to Congress March 12, 1947 and accompanying reading 

questions. (attached) 

 This is the speech in which the Truman Doctrine was outlined. 

 

Selected handouts on the United Nations charter, roles, and organization (attached) 

 

The United Nations. Activity Packet  

 1970 Jackdaw Publications. In IMC ï JK341.13UNI 

 

Selected primary source documents relating to civil defense (attached) 

A variety of pamphlets, flyers, and other documents relating to civil defense 

activities. 

 

Project: The Cold War in Our Community (attached) 

Students create questions, interview community members, write a paper from their 

interviews, and present their findings to the class. Debriefing worksheet and grading 

rubric included. 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit III - The Eisenhower Years: ñHappy Days?ò (7 weeks) (continued) 

 

 

ñWhen Bunkers Last in Backyard Bloomôdò and accompanying worksheet (attached) 

Article and accompanying worksheet on fallout shelters. Issues discussed include 

presidential influence, Cold War politics, and the influence of religious institutions on 

public opinion. 

 

When your husband gets home (attached) 

 Advice to women from a 1950ôs home economics text. 

 

Basic Economics for Contemporary America (attached) 

Six pages of basic economic information/concepts, which could be presented to 

students as overheads, handouts, or through other instructional methods. 

 

Primary Sources in U.S. History 

 Consensus and Conformity: The 1950ôs 

  A workbook of activities using Primary documents. 

            Activity 3: Everyday Life: Age of the Auto 

            Activity 7: Minority Experience: A Seed of Change 

            Activity 8: Politics: Why Did We Listen? 

 

U. S. History: Book 3: Prelude to Present, 1920-1960 

 A workbook of historical activities 

  Lesson 30: Korea: War Without Victors 

Lesson 31: Loyalty vs. Liberty: The McCarthy Era 

Lesson 33: Levittown: Remodeling the Perfect Community 

 

Military Industrial Complex (attached) 

 Dwight D. Eisenhower, Farewell Address 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The 1950ôs Promoting the American Dream 

 2000. MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC909.82TWE 

 

Video. Separate But Equal 

 1991 Republic Pictures Group. In IMC ï VC305.896SEP 

 

Video. Supreme Court Decisions the Changed the Nation: Brown vs. Board of Education 

 1986 Guidance Associates. In IMC ï VC347SUP 

 

Video. Americaôs Civil Rights Movement 

 1992 Teaching Tolerance. In IMC ï VC323.11TIM 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit III - The Eisenhower Years: ñHappy Days?ò (7 weeks) (continued) 

 

 

Video Series. Eyes on the Prize II. Episodes 1-8 

 1990 Blackside Productions. In IMC ï VC305.8EYE 

 

Video Series. CNN Perspectives Presents Cold War. Episodes 1-24 

 1998 CNN Productions. In IMC ï VC909.82COL 

 

Web Site ï www.cnn.com/coldwar 

Facts, charts, maps, interviews and a large amount of primary source material on the 

Cold War and the CNN Cold War video series.  

  

Web Site ï www.oyez.com 

U.S. Supreme Court Multimedia Database by Northwestern University. Current and 

archival information on the U.S. Supreme Court and its cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cnn.com/coldwar
http://www.oyez.com/
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit IV ï J. F. Kennedy and L. B. Johnson: Cohesion and Dissent (6 weeks) 

 

 

Text - The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

          Chapters 7-8 

          Chapter 9 pages 256-272 

          Chapter 10-11 

 

Text - American Odyssey (Regular) 

          Chapter 19 Section 3 

          Chapter 20 Sections 2-4 

          Chapter 21 Sections 1-2 

          Chapter 22 Sections 1-2, 4 

          Chapter 23 Sections 1-3 

 

A History of Our Time (Honors) 

 How Good a President was John F. Kennedy, pages 108-120. 

 Losing Ground: Discredited Liberalism, pages 121-138. 

 Part III: Civil Rights, pages 139-193. 

 Causes of the War, pages 271-276. 

 One Morning in the War, pages 277-290. 

 The Port Huron Statement, pages 291-296. 

 ñDump Johnson,ò pages 297-308. 

 Letter to the Draft Board, pages 309-312. 

 Rise and Fall of a Counterculture, pages 333-346. 

 

Video. Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam 

 HBO Video-Available in the IMC 

 

Primary Sources in U.S. History 

 America in Upheaval: The 1960ôs 

A workbook of activities using Primary documents. 

     Activity 1: Business and Labor: Organizing Farm Workers 

     Activity 6: Law and Society: The Miranda Rights 

     Activity 9: Religion: The Public School Prayer Controversy 

 

U. S. History: Book 4: Seeking New Directions, 1960-1990 

 A workbook of historical activities 

     Lesson 9: From Black Pride to Black Power 

     Lesson 11:Views of Vietnam Resisters 

     Lesson 12: 1968: A Watershed 

     Lesson 15: Man on the Moon: For Good or Ill 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit IV ï J. F. Kennedy and L. B. Johnson: Cohesion and Dissent (6 weeks) (cont.) 

 

 

Breaking Away from the Textbook: Chapter 17 (attached) 

Chapter contains a variety of suggestions for assignments, projects, discussions, and 

activities relating to the period. 

 

Choices on the Decision-Making Spectrum (attached) 

Overhead showing the range of options available to use as a response to a foreign 

policy issue. May be used to examine a range of presidential foreign policy decisions. 

From: Newsweek Multimedia Program 

 

John F. Kennedy Berlin Speech (attached) 

Speech text and accompanying questions. Audio version of speech may be found in 

numerous Internet audio archives.  

 

Perspectives 

 Why Were We in Vietnam? 

  A series of six perspectives debating Americaôs involvement in Southeast Asia. 

  The Struggle for Womenôs Rights 

A series of six perspectives concerning the womenôs fight for equality. 

 

Protest Music of the 1960ôs (attached) 

 Country Joe and the Fish ï Feel Like Iôm Fixinô to Die 

 Creedence Clearwater Revival ï Fortunate Son 

 Audio of both songs is widely available through various Internet audio archives. 

 

The March on Washington Speech (attached) 

ñI Have a Dreamò speech text, program from the March on Washington, and 

accompanying worksheet. 

 

Letter From Birmingham Jail (attached) 

 Text of letter with accompanying reading guide worksheet 

 

Muhammad Speaks (attached) 

Page from Nation of Islam newspaper that outlines the goals and philosophy of the 

Black Muslim movement. 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The 1960ôs A Global Revolution 

 2000. MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC909.82TWE 

 

Video. Apocalypse Now 

 1992 Paramount Pictures. In IMC ï VC791.43APP 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit IV ï J. F. Kennedy and L. B. Johnson: Cohesion and Dissent (6 weeks) (cont.) 

 

 

Video. Assassinated: The Last Days of King and Kennedy 

 1998 Turner Original Productions. In IMC ï VC364.1ASS 

 

Video. The Speeches of John F. Kennedy 

 1990 MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC815SPE  

 

Video. Lyndon Johnson 

 No Date. General Dynamics. In IMC ï VC353.031LYN 

 

Video. 20
th
 Century with Mike Wallace: Hispanics in America 

 1996 A & E television Networks. In IMC ï VC325.868HIS 

 
Video Series. CNN Perspectives Presents Cold War. Episodes 1-24 

 1998 CNN Productions. In IMC ï VC909.82COL 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

 
UNIT V: Richard Nixon and the 1970ôs ï Changing Tides (4 weeks) 

 

 

Text - The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

          Chapters 12-14 

 

Text - American Odyssey (Regular) 

          Chapter 23 Sections 3-4 

          Chapter 24 Sections 1-4 

 

A History of Our Time (Honors) 

 Watergate, pages 367-386 

 Americaôs Crisis of Confidence, pages 387-392 

 

Major Problems in American History Since 1945 

Chapter 11: Richard Nixon, Watergate, and the Crisis of the ñImperialò Presidency, 

pages 414-448 

 

Primary Sources in U.S. History  

 Disillusioned America: The 1970ôs 

A workbook of activities using Primary documents. 

 Activity 1: Business and Labor: The Arab Oil Embargo and the Energy Crisis 

 Activity 2: Culture: Roots 

 Activity 6: Politics: Watergate 

 

U. S. History: Book 3: Prelude to Present, 1920-1960 

 Lesson 22: The Dilemma of Human Rights 

 Lesson 23: Waging Peace: Camp David 

 Lesson 24: A Nation Held Hostage 

 

Perspectives 

 The Stewardship of Jimmy Carter, pages 95-97 

 

Breaking Away from the Textbook: Chapter 18 (attached) 

Chapter contains a variety of suggestions for assignments, projects, discussions, and 

activities relating to the period. 

 

Select documents relating to the Watergate Scandal (attached) 

Primary source documents on Watergate: presidential conversation transcript, White 

House memorandum, and House impeachment resolution. 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

 
UNIT V: Richard Nixon and the 1970ôs ï Changing Tides (4 weeks) 

 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: Watergate 

 MPI Home Video. In IMC - 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The 1970ôs Power Plays 

 2000. MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC909.82TWE 

 

Video. Roe v. Wade: The Debate Continues 

 1991 American School Publishers. In IMC ï VC363.4ROE 

 

Video. Roe v. Wade 

 1989 Paramount Pictures. In IMC ï VC363.46ROE 

 

Video. Supreme Court Decisions That Changed the Nation: U.S. vs. Nixon 

 1989 Guidance Associates. In IMC ï VC342SUP 

 

Video Series. CNN Perspectives Presents Cold War. Episodes 1-24 

 1998 CNN Productions. In IMC ï VC909.82COL 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit VI: The Reagan Era ï Conservatism Reborn (3 weeks) 

 
 

Text - The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

          Chapters 15 

 

Text - American Odyssey (Regular) 

          Chapter 25 Sections 1-3 

 

A History of Our Time (Honors) 

 The Urban Underclass in Advanced Industrial Society, pages 425-446. 

 

Major Problems in American History Since 1945 

 Chapter 12:  

The Reagan Revolution and After: Politics and Political Economy in the New Era, 

pages 449-497. 

 Chapter 13:  

The Empire Strikes Back: Ronald Reagan and the End of the Cold War, pages 

498-530. 

 

U. S. History: Book 4: Seeking New Directions, 1960-1990 

 A workbook of historical activities 

  Lesson 28: Evaluating the Presidents 

Lesson 31: Education at Risk 

 

Breaking Away from the Textbook: Chapter 19 (attached) 

Chapter contains a variety of suggestions for assignments, projects, discussions, and 

activities relating to the period. 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The 1980ôs Decade of Decadence 

 2000. MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC909.82TWE 
 

Video Series. CNN Perspectives Presents Cold War. Episodes 1-24 

1998 CNN Productions. In IMC ï VC909.82COL 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 
 

Unit VII. Clinton and the 1990ôs - The Lone Super Power (two weeks) 

 
 

Text-The Unfinished Journey (Honors) 

 Chapters 16 

 

Text-American Odyssey (Regular) 

 Chapter 26 Sections 1-3 

 

A History of Our Time (Honors) 

 Facing a New World Order, pages 447-455. 

 

Major Problems in American History Since 1945 

 Chapter 14: 

Jihad vs. McWorld, pages 542-550 

The ñNew Economyò of the 1990ôs, pages 534-541 

 

U. S. History: Book 4: Seeking New Directions, 1960-1990 

 A workbook of historical activities 

Lesson 34: A Generation of Progress? 

 

Current Issues 

 Health Care, pages 104-119 

 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The 1990ôs Americaôs Hard Drive 

 2000. MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC909.82TWE 
 

Video. The 20
th
 Century: The Impeachment of William Jefferson Clinton 

 MPI Home Video. In IMC ï VC973.929IMP 

 

Video. CNN Election 2000 

 CNN. In IMC ï VC324.973 
 

Video Series. CNN Perspectives Presents Cold War. Episodes 1-24 

 1998 CNN Productions. In IMC ï VC909.82COL 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE (c ontinued) 

 
Unit VIII. Case Studies - Current Issues (2 Weeks) 

 

 

Taking Sides Library 

A series of current issue topics with essays and resources support the pro and con 

arguments found in the IMC reference section (REF 016.3) 

 

Information Plus 

A series of research and statistics concerning current issues in America found in the 

IMC reference section. (REF 305.2) 

 

Current Issues 

 2002 Edition- Student and Teacher Resource 

 

Video. Dangerous Songs: Censors, Rock, and the 1
st
 Amendment 

 In IMC ï VC323.44DAN 

 

Project. Suggested Guidelines and Assignment Sheet for Final Project (attached) 
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SUGGESTED MATERIALS  
 

 

Resources for Students 

 

Regular Level 

 

Boorstin, Daniel J., and Kelley, Brooks Mather.  Perspectives: Readings on American  

History in the 20
th
 Century. Needham, MA: Prentice Hall Inc., 1992 

 

Nash, Gary B., American Odyssey: The United States in the 20
th
 Century. New York, 

NY: Glencoe McGraw-Hill, 2002 

 

Honors Level 

 

Chafe, William H. and Sitkoff, Harvard. A History of Our Time: Readings on Postwar 

America. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1999 

 

Chafe, William H. The Unfinished Journey: America Since World War II. New York, 

NY: Oxford University Press, 1999 

 

Regular and Honors Level 

 

Cunningham, John T. New Jersey: A Mirror on America. Andover, NJ: Afton Publishing 

Co., 1997. 

 

Trimmer, Joseph F.  A Guide to MLA Documentation. New York: Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 1999. 

 

Resources for Teacher 
 

Begun, Abbey M., Blair, Cornella, and Quiram, Jacquelyn F. Information Plus. Wylie, 

Texas, 1999. 

 

Center for Civic Education, We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution. Calabassas, 

CA, 1996 

 

The Center for Learning, U.S. History Books 1, 2, 3, & 4. Brown publishing, 1991 

 

Close Up Foundation, Current Issues: Critical Policy Choices Facing the World 2002 

Edition. and accompanying Teacherôs Guide. Alexandria, VA 2001 

 

Activity Kit by Close Up Foundation, U.S. Response: The Making of U.S. Foreign 

Policy. A Simulation. Alexandria, VA 1990 
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SUGGESTED MATERIALS  (continued) 
 

 

Dushkin/McGraw Hill.  Taking Sides Library. The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 

Guilford, CT, 1997. 

 

Gallagher, Arlene F., Gordon, Irving, and Ratcliffe, Robert H. Great Cases of the 

Supreme Court. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1989. 

 

Hofstadter, Beatrice K. and Richard. Great Issues in American History: From 

Reconstruction to the Present Day, 1864-1981. New York, NY: Vintage Books, 1982.  

 

Kintisch, Shelley and Cordero, Wilma. Breaking Away from the Textbook: A New 

Approach to Teaching American History. Lancaster, PA: Technomic Publishing Co., 

1993 

 

Ravich, Diane Ed. The American Reader: Words That Moved a Nation. New York, NY: 

Harper Collins Publishers, 1990  

 

Reinke, Robert, Schug, Mark, and Wentworth, Donald. Capstone: The Nations High 

School Economics Course. New York: NY National Council on Economic Education, 

1993  

 

Series by The Center for Learning, Primary Sources in U. S. History, Rocky River, OH, 

      2001. 

 America in World War II: The 1940ôs 

Consensus and Conformity: The 1950ôs 

America in Upheaval: The 1960ôs 

Disillusioned America: The 1970ôs 

Americaôs Turn to the Right: The 1980ôs 

Technological Revolution: The 1990ôs 

 

United Nations Publications, Secondary School Kit on the United Nations. New York, 

NY 1995  

 

Watts, Michael, Focus High School Economics. New York, NY National Council on 

Economic Education, 2001  

 

Trimmer, Joseph F.  A Guide to MLA Documentation. New York: Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 1999.
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Final Evaluation 

Introduction for Teachers 

 

 

The final evaluation for Contemporary America should challenge students to demonstrate 

what they know and how they can use that knowledge meaningfully. Students should 

combine mastery of knowledge with critical thinking, group participation, and oral and 

written communication. The final evaluation should take the form of a project, which 

should be started after the bulk of Unit VII has been completed. This will give students a 

common base of knowledge so that they can make intelligent choices of topics. Students 

should select these topics primarily from materials in the fourth marking period although 

the teacher may allow some teams to select topics from other units. The teacher should 

work closely with each group to help them narrow down the topics so that the work can 

be completed within a two-week period. The last two weeks of the school year should be 

used for group topic selection, gathering of a portfolio of individual research, and group 

planning and decision-making. 

 

Teachers of Contemporary America should plan together so that their time in the IMC 

does not conflict and so that media materials are readily available for all classes. It is 

suggested that students be allowed to check out materials on an overnight basis only 

during the last two weeks of school. 
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Procedure for Teachers 

 

 

1. Selection of Problems/Topics (Benchmark) 

 

The team of students working together should use the included potential topic sheet, 

as well as the topics discussed in class during the fourth marking period, to choose a 

problem of interest.  After a topic is chosen and initial research is done to insure that 

information is available, the team should type a project proposal. The project proposal 

should indicate the problem as well as the potential solutions that will be researched.  

 

It is helpful for the students to express their topic in the form of a problem so that 

they can begin to research plausible solutions. For example, gun control is not a 

problem; the high percentage of American handgun deaths is a problem. 

 

2. Research Guidelines 

 

Research should be conducted using the IMC resources available as well as the 

Internet. Credible sources should be judged based upon the author, publisher, and 

date of publication.  Special care should be taken with web sites found on the Internet 

to insure the quality of information. Each individual teacher can determine an 

appropriate balance of sources (type and number). 

 

3. Analysis of Research to Produce Possible Solutions 

 

Following the analysis of research, the groups should narrow their focus to a 

minimum of three-four potential resolutions to their research topic. These alternatives 

should then be judged by measurable criteria determined through group discussion. 

 

4. Creating a Works Cited Page (Benchmark) 

 

Every source that is used for the research of this topic should be cited. Proper 

formatting can be found through example sheets provided by the IMC. The required 

number of sources and type of sources shall be determined by the individual teacher. 

 

Any material that is borrowed from another source and is documented within the 

position paper, or in any part of the presentation, must be cited using a brief 

parenthetical reference. The format for parenthetical referencing can be found in 

Joseph F. Trimmerôs ñA Guide to MLA Documentation.ò  

 

5. Development of Personal Position (Benchmark) 

 

The studentsô final analysis of the topic should include the formation of a personal 

position on the chosen problem.  While group discussion and debate is an important 

part of this final project, it is not imperative that the group reaches a consensus. It is  
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Procedure for Teachers (continued) 

 

 

important however, that the student formulate an opinion, which they have the ability 

to support through their research, discussion, and debate. 

 

The personal position of the student will be used to produce a typed two-page 

position paper, which will be included in the portfolio. 

 

The position paper should include an explanation of the problem, at least three-four 

possible alternatives to the problem, an evaluation of these alternatives, and an 

explanation of the studentôs personal opinion on the topic. 

 

The position paper should be a minimum of two pages in length using: 

 

  12 point font 

  Times New Roman 

  one inch margins 

  double spacing 

 

6. Presentation Outlines (Benchmark) 

 

Once the research is complete, the students should focus on the preparations 

necessary for presenting this information to the class. Each presentation should last a 

minimum of 20 minutes per group and a maximum of 30 minutes per group. To 

accomplish this requirement, the team should create and type a presentation outline 

specific to their topic. This outline should serve to organize the information, assign 

speaking roles, and explain the various presentation materials that will be used in the 

project. 

 

7. Preparation of Audio/Visual Presentation Aids 

 

Throughout the year, various technologies and audio/video presentation resources 

will have been used. Each student in the group is required to include at least one type 

of visual aid to their presentation. The group will have the flexibility to choose which 

format this audio/visual aid will take.  

 

8. Grading the Final Project (Portfolio) 

 

The benchmark activities may be graded as part of the fourth marking period. The 

final exam grade will be a product of the portfolio turned in by each student and the 

presentation by the group. A grading rubric for the final project has been attached for 

both the student and teacher. 
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Procedure for Teachers (continued) 

 

 

Each student will receive a group grade for the oral presentation (1/3 of the final grade), 

an individual grade for the oral presentation (1/3 of the final grade), and an individual 

grade for the portfolio that is turned in following the oral presentation (1/3 of the final 

grade). The grades for each section should be averaged to determine the grade for the 

final project. 

 

The student portfolio will include all of the required materials that must be turned into the 

teacher on the designated due date. 

 

The student portfolio will include: 

 

 1.  A typed copy of the project proposal. 

 2.  All notes and research materials used for the presentation. 

 3.  A typed personal position paper. 

 4.  A typed works cited page. 

 5.  Audio/Visual aids used for the presentation. 
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Suggested Schedule 

 

Week I 
 

 

Day 1: 

 Present project requirements and details to class. Facilitate 

ñbrainstormingò or similar activity to help groups select a problem. 

 

Days 2:   

Research time in IMC. Typed presentation proposal due at the end of the 

period. 

 

Day 3-4:  

Research time in the IMC. Group meeting with the teacher to discuss 

presentation proposal. 

 

Day 5: 

  Brainstorm and develop potential resolutions to the problem. 

 

 

Week II 

 

Day 1-2:    

Group meeting to select three-four best alternatives. Continued research in 

the IMC. Gather resources and begin formatting a works cited page. 

  

Days 3:  

Group discussion and debate using chosen criteria to select best resolution.  

Begin typing personal position paper. 

 

Day 4-5:   

Organize, outline, and prepare the oral presentation of the group problem, 

alternatives, and best possible resolution.  
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Student Guide to the Objectives and Schedule 

For Contemporary America Final Evaluation 

 

 

Objectives: 

 

 1.  To identify significant issues/problems in American society. 

 

 2.  To use a variety of research techniques and materials to investigate the selected 

issues. 

 

 3.  To use decision-making and problem-solving skills to select an appropriate  

solution from researched alternatives. 

 

 4.  To work cooperatively to complete above objectives. 

 

 5.  To present the result of the work to the class. 

 

Procedure and Schedule 

 

 ______ 1.   Class activities to identify appropriate issue. 

 

 ______ 2.    Assignment of groups and issues. 

 

 ______ 3.   Type project proposal. 

 

 ______ 4.    Conduct individual research in IMC and at home. 

 

 ______ 5.    Type works cited page 

 

 ______ 6.    Group meeting to discuss, identify, and select alternatives. 

 

 ______ 7.    Position paper planning and typing in the IMC and at home. 

 

 ______ 8.   Group meeting to plan oral presentation.  

 

 ______ 9.    Type presentation outline. 

 

 ______ 10.  Group presentation. 

 

  Each group will present their issue/problem and its findings. Groups    

should explain their reasoning at each step of the decision making 

process and describe the basis for the final decision. Everyone must 

participate in the group presentation.  
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Student Procedures 

 

 

1. Selection of Problems/Topics 

 

Each team will select a current problem in American society. This problem should be 

one which your team feels is of most interest to them as a group. Possible topics can 

evolve by way of general class discussion, from issues presented in the fourth 

marking period, or from potential problems suggested by the teacher. Once the topic 

is selected, initial research should be conducted to narrow the focus of the research 

and prepare a typed presentation proposal.   

 

The project proposal will be graded as the first benchmark activity and will count 

towards your fourth marking period grade. The purpose of the project proposal is to 

help your group focus their research and begin the decision making process.  

 

2. Research Guidelines 

 

Research should be conducted using the IMC resources available as well as the 

Internet. Credible sources should be judged based upon the author, publisher, and 

date of publication.  Special care should be taken with web sites found on the Internet 

to insure the quality and validity of researched information. Each individual teacher 

will determine an appropriate balance of sources (type and number). 

 

Individual Focus: 

 

Each student will work individually to research the group problem and develop an 

individual focus. Individual preparation may involve IMC research, data 

gathering via interviews, development of an expressive activity, and/or 

development of a personal perspective. 

 

Team Sharing of Research: 

 

Each team member formally presents to his fellow team members the material 

he/she has prepared. The team should discuss each individualôs contribution so 

that the entire group becomes knowledgeable about the various aspects of the 

team problem. There should be opportunities for criticism, support, checks for 

point of convergence and divergence, and feedback. 

 

3. Analysis of Research to Produce Possible Solutions 

 

Following the analysis of research, your group should narrow their focus to a 

minimum of three-four potential resolutions to their research topic. These alternatives 

should then be judged by measurable criteria determined through group discussion. 

 




