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PHILOSOPHY AND RATIONALE  

 
 

Advanced Placement European History is a full year, college level course. It is offered to 

qualified students during grades 11 and 12. The AP seminar presents the student with a rigorous 

in-depth study of European History using a college level text, monographic and primary source 

materials.  Emphasis is placed on well-reasoned, argued, and supported historical analysis as 

well as a broad knowledge of history. Students write document-based essays and thesis papers 

supported by extensive reading and research. The course is broken down into eleven units 

beginning with the historical background to the Renaissance and ending with contemporary 

events. Students are prepared to take the Advanced Placement examination in European history 

and to acquire knowledge and skills as described in New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards in 

Social Studies, Technological Literacy and Career Education and Consumer, Family and Life 

Skills.  

 

It is the purpose of the Advanced Placement European History course to prepare students to 

perform at higher levels of historical study in high school and beyond. The ultimate goal of this 

course is to educate students to become informed citizens. 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

I.    Examine the foundation of European culture and character from the late Middle  Ages 

 to the Renaissance. (6.2/A1-8, B1; 6.5/A2-4, B1-3, D4,5, E1-9) 

 

 A. Evaluate the state of Europe at the end of the late Middle Ages.  

 B. Analyze the causes and consequences of the Renaissance. 

 

II.   Assess the impact of the Reformation, the Age of Religious Wars, and the Age of 

 Exploration upon the social, political, economic, and intellectual life of Europe. (6.2/ 

 A1-8, B1,2; 6.3/B1,2; 6.4/B2; 6.5/B3, D5, E3,5) 

 

 A. Explain the causes and consequences of the Reformation, Catholic Reformation, and  

  Counter Reformation. 

 B. Analyze the impact of the Wars of Religion on the social, political, and economic  

  structure of Europe. 

 C. Calculate the social, political, and economic effects of exploration. 

 D. Distinguish the social changes of the early sixteenth century. 

 

III.  Analyze the development of absolutism and constitutionalism and their impact on 

 European culture. (6.2/A1-8, B1; 6.4/B2,4; 6.5/A3,4, B1-3, D1-5) 

 

 A. Analyze the growth and impact of absolutism in Western Europe. 

 B. Appraise the development of constitutionalism in England. 

 C. Analyze the growth and impact of absolutism in Eastern Europe. 

 

IV. Evaluate the development of the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment, and the 

 expansion of agriculture and population upon European culture and society. (6.2/ 

 A1-8, B1, C1; 6.4/A2,5; 6.5/A1-4, B1-3, D2-5, E7,8) 

  

 A. Analyze the impact of the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment thought. 

 B. Measure the significance of the expansion of Europe. 

 

V. Investigate the nature of European society at the end of the Seventeenth Century.  

 Determine the causes and effects of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars. 

 (6.2/C1-3) 

 

 A. Summarize the changes in society in the Eighteenth Century. 

 B. Analyze the impact of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic period. 

 

VI.  Examine the impact of the Industrial Revolution on European society and culture. 

 (6.2/A1-8, C1-3; 6.4/A2,5,6, B4,5; 6.5/A3, B1-3 D1-5, E3,5,7,8) 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 

 

 

 A. Discuss and explain the major causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution. 

 

VII.  Determine the reasons for the development of new ideologies and evaluate the  impact 

 of urbanization. (6.2/C1-3; 6.4/B2,4,5; 6.5/B1-3, D1,3,4,5) 

 

 A. Explain the characteristics of nineteenth century conservatism and liberalism. 

 B. Assess the impact of urbanization. 

 

VIII.  Analyze the impact of the development of nationalism and imperialism upon both Europe 

 and the world by the end of the nineteenth century. (6.2/A1-8, C1,2; 6.4/B  

            2; 6.5/A2-4, B2,3, D3-5, E3,5,6,7,8) 

 

 A. Analyze the effects of nationalism in Europe from 1850 to 1914. 

 B. Evaluate the impact of imperialism. 

 

lX. Assess the causes and consequences of the First World War, the Russian Revolution, 

 the Treaty of Versailles, and the Great Depression. Examine the development of 

 European society and culture during the inter-war years. (6.1/B2-4, E1; 6.2/A1-8,  D1; ̀

 6.4/A1-3,5,6, B5; 6.5/A2-4, B1-3, D3,5, E5,7,8) 

 

            A. Analyze the causes and consequences of World War I. 

 B. Explain the causes and effects of the Russian Revolution. 

 C. Measure the success of the Treaty of Versailles. 

 D. Examine the cultural impact of World War I upon Europe. 

 E. Analyze the causes and consequences of the Great Depression. 

 

X. Examine the rise of the dictators and the causes and consequences of the World  War II . 

 (6.2/A1-8, D2; 6.5/A2,3,4, B3, D3,4,5, E1,3,7,8) 

 

 A. Identify the factors that lead to the rise of totalitarianism in Europe. 

 B. Explain the causes and effects of World War II. 

 

XI.  Determine the causes and effects of the Cold War, the collapse of the Soviet Union, 

 and develop the social, political, and economic issues in the modern world. (6.1/E 

 2,4; 6.2/A1-8, D3, E1,3,4; 6.3/G1,4; 6.4/B8; 6.5/A2-4, B1,3, D3,4,5, E1,7,8) 

 

 A. Examine the origins and impact of the Cold War upon Europe. 

 B. Understand major changes in Europe from 1985 to the present. 
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STUDENT PROFICIENCIES 

 

 
The students will be able to: 

 1. Identify, explain, and analyze significant historical, social, and political trends.   

  (6.2/A1-8) 

 2. Summarize, categorize, analyze, and evaluate information in multiple forms. (6.2/A1- 

  8) 

 3. Draw informed and accurate conclusions using primary source data. (6.2/A1-8) 

 4. Identify and assess cause and effect relationships. (6.2/A1-8) 

 5. Draw inferences and predict outcomes. (6.2/A1-8) 

 6. Evaluate various sources of information to detect bias and analyze credibility. 

 7. Enhance problem-solving skills. 

 8. Critically interpret statistical, graphic, and economic data and draw accurate conclusions.  

  (6.4/A1-6) 

 9. Create graphic representations of key events, concepts, and/or trends. 

    10. Identify alternative courses of action and predict consequences. 

    11.  Evaluate the impact of a leaderôs personality upon decision-making. 

    12. Use tools of economic analysis to predict outcomes. (6.4/B1-8) 

    13. Foster group process and decision-making skills. 

    14. Interpret information to develop an understanding of the complexities involved in   

  meeting the needs of a diverse population. (6.5/E3-9) 

    15. Identify situations in which social, political, and/or legal action is needed. (6.1/D1-6) 

    16. Participate in decision-making activities that promote consensus, tolerance, and   

  interpersonal effectiveness. (6.1/D1-6) 

    17. Continue to develop research and productivity skills using computers, software, and the  

  Internet. 

    18. Combine critical concepts into an informed conclusion. 

    19. Continue to develop public presentation and speaking skills by presenting individual  

  and/or group reports.  

    20. Continue to build skills in written expression by creating papers and projects of varying  

  lengths and formats. 
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METHODS OF EVALUATION  

 

 

1. Teacher observation/questioning/monitoring. 

 

2. Teacher developed tests and quizzes. 

 

3. Publisher developed tests and quizzes. 

 

4. Summer reading and writing assignments. 

 

5. Directed research assignments. 

 

6. Homework and class work. 

 

7. Class participation. 

 

8. Activities and projects. 

 

9. Notebooks, journals, and portfolios. 

 

10. Performance assessments. 

 

11. Self-assessment. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

COURSE OUTLINE/STUDENT OBJECTIVES  

 

The Student Will Be Able To: 

NJ Core 

Curriculu m 

Standards 

 

Indicators 

 

Course Outline/Student Objectives 

(*see note at end of outline) 

6.2 

 

6.5 

 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

A1-8 

B1 

A2-4 

B1-3 

D4,5 

E1-9 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1,2 

I.      The Late Middle Ages and the Renaissance (3 weeks) 

        A.  Evaluate the State of Europe at the End of the Late 

              Middle Ages 

  1.  Examine the social, political, and economic impact 

    of the Black Death 

  2.  Determine the causes and effects of the Hundred 

    Years War  

  3.  Analyze the reasons for the decline of the church 

  4.  Gain insight into changes in society at the end of the 

    High Middle Ages       

  5.  Understand the impact of the birth of vernacular 

       literature 

   B.  Analyze the Causes and Consequences of the 

    Renaissance   

  1.  Identify the causes of the Italian Renaissance 

  2.  Define humanism and the birth of secularism 

  3.  Examine the works of Renaissance masters 

  4.  Determine the social impact of the Renaissance 

  5.  Compare and contrast the Northern Renaissance 

      with the Italian Renaissance   

  6.  Analyze the birth of the nation-state 

6.2 

 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

A1-8 

B1,2 

B1,2 

B2 

B3 

D5 

E3,5 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1,2 

II.    Europe in the Sixteenth Century: Reform, War, 

        Exploration, and Social and Intellectual Change (3 weeks) 

        A.  Explain the Causes and Consequences of the 

              Reformation, Catholic Reformation, and Counter 

              Reformation 

              1.  Describe the condition of the Roman Catholic 

                   Church at the end of the fifteenth century 

              2.  Examine the impact of Luther 

              3.  Determine the social, political, and economic 

                    motivations of the Reformation 

              4.  Discuss the proliferation of Protestant thought 

  5.  Analyze the Roman Catholic responses to the 

   challenge of protestantism 

        B.  Analyze the Impact of the Wars of Religion on the 

  Social, Political, and Economic Structure of Europe   
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  II.     Europe in the Sixteenth Century: Reform, War, 

         Exploration, and Social and Intellectual Change 

         (continued) 

1.  Discuss the impact of religion on the formation of 

   the nation state of France 

2.  Describe the revolt of the Netherlands and the  

   increased role of England as protestant champion 

3.  Explain the social, political, and economic impact 

   of the Thirty Years War 

C.  Calculate the Social, Political, and Economic Effects 

      of Exploration       

     1.  Chart the course of early exploration 

     2.  Examine the impact of technology on exploration 

     3.  Analyze the impact of the new world on the 

          political and economic stability of Europe   

D.  Distinguish the Social Changes of the Early Sixteenth 

      Century 

      1.  Examine the trends in European society amongst  

           minority groups 

      2.  Identify trends in sixteenth century literature and 

   art   

6.2 

 

6.4 

6.5 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

A1-8 

B1,2,4 

B2,4 

A3,4 

B1-3 

D1-5 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1,2 

II I.     Absolutism and Constitutionalism (3 weeks) 

          A.  Analyze the Growth and Impact of Absolutism in 

                Western Europe   

                1.  Calculate the course of the development of 

                     absolutism in France 

                2.  Identify the strengths and weaknesses of 

                     mercantilism 

                3.  Determine the successes and failures of the reign of 

                     Louis XIV   

                4.  Understand the reasons for the collapse of Spain 

          B.  Appraise the Development of Constitutionalism in 

                England  

                1.  Classify the causes of the English Civil War 

                2.  Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the 

                     Protectorate  

                3.  Determine the reasons for the Restoration 

                4.  Examine the establishment of the constitutional 

                     monarchy 

                5.  Compare and contrast English constitutional 

   monarchy and Dutch republicanism 

          C.  Analyze the Growth and Impact of Absolutism in 

                Eastern Europe 

                1.  Chart eastern European social structure                    
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  III.    Absolutism and Constitutionalism (continued 

                2.  Compare and contrast the rise of Austria and 

                     Prussia 

                3.  Formulate the reasons for the unique rise of Russia 

                4.  Determine the impact of the absolutist state upon 

                     the arts and architecture of the period 

6.2 

 

6.4 

6.5 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

A1-8 

B1 

A2,5 

B1-3 

D2-5 

E7,8 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1,2 

IV.    The Scientific Revolution, The Enlightenment, and the 

          Expansion of Europe (3 weeks) 

          A.  Analyze the Impact of the Scientific Revolution and 

                Enlightenment Thought 

                1.  Explain major ideas, trends, and inventions in the 

                     Scientific Revolution 

                2.  Analyze the major intellectual figures of the 

                     Enlightenment and their individual contributions  

                3.  Discuss the interaction of the Enlightenment with 

                     the development of the absolutist state 

           B.  Measure the Significance of the Expansion of Europe 

                1.  Identify the causes and consequences of the 

                     Agricultural Revolution 

                2.  Explain the impact of the population explosion 

                3.  Determine the beginnings of the first Industrial 

  Revolution 

   4.  Analyze the creation and function of the Atlantic 

        Economy  

6.2 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

C1-3 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1,2 

V.      Life in the Eighteenth Century and the French Revolution 

          (3 weeks) 

          A.  Summarize the Changes in Society in the Eighteenth 

                Century   

1.  Assess changes to the structure of the family 

2.  Describe the nature of the lives of children 

3.  Explain the significance of new dietary and 

  medical advances 

4.  Examine the role of religion in popular society 

          B.  Analyze the Impact of the French Revolution and the 

                Napoleonic Period 

                1.  Connect the experience of the American 

                     Revolution to European politics and society     

                2.  List the causes of the French Revolution 

               3.  Compare and contrast the phases of the French 

                     Revolution on the development of French 

                     government and society 

4.  Determine the reasons for the rise of Napoleon 

5.  Analyze the effects of the French Revolution and the 

     Napoleonic period on France, in particular, and 

     Europe in general 
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6.2 

 

6.4 

 

6.5 

 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

A1-8 

C1-3 

A2,5,6 

B4,5 

A3 

B1-3 

D1-5 

E3,5,7,8 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

D1,2 

VI      The Industrial Revolution (3 weeks) 

          A.  Discuss and Explain the Major Causes and 

  Consequences of the Industrial Revolution   

  1.  Identify the reasons for the start of the Industrial 

       Revolution in Britain 

   2.  Examine the technological innovations associated  

        with the early Industrial Revolution 

                3.  Explain the impact of industrialization upon the 

  social, political, and economic framework of 

  Europe 

6.2 

6.4 

6.5 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

 

 

C1-3 

B2,4,5 

B1-3 

D1,3,4,5 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

 

VII.   The Birth of Ideologies and the Impact of Urbanization (3 

          weeks) 

          A.  Explain the Characteristics of Nineteenth Century 

                Conservatism and Liberalism 

                1.  Evaluate the Congress of Vienna 

                2.  Define nineteenth century conservatism, 

                     liberalism, socialism, Marxism, and nationalism 

                3.  Discover the causes and impact of the Romantic 

  Movement 

   4.  Compare and contrast examples of reform and 

  revolution between 1820 and 1848 

          B.  Assess the Impact of Urbanization 

                1.  List the problems facing urban reformers at the 

                     middle of the nineteenth century       

                2.  Examine the nature of the new social structure 

                3.  Determine the impact of urbanization upon the 

                     family 

                4.  Explain the development of science, technology, 

                     and intellectual trends in nineteenth century 

                     Europe 

6.2 

 

6.4 

6.5 

 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

A1-8 

C1,2 

B2 

A2-4 

B2,3 

D3,5 

E3,5,6,7,8 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

VII I.  Nationalism and Imperialism (3 weeks) 

          A.  Analyze the Effects of Nationalism in Europe 1850 

                1914 

                1.  Explain the impact of nationalism in France under 

                     Napoleon III 

                2.  Analyze the events that lead to the formation of the 

                     Italian nation state   

                3.  Analyze the events that lead to the formation of the 

                     German nation state 

                4.  Compare and contrast the rise of Italy and Germany 
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9.2 

 

 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

VIII.  Nationalism and Imperialism (continued) 

                     with the developments in eastern Europe 

                5.  Identify the causes and effects of the great reforms 

                     in Russia 

                6.  Describe the problems faced and solutions enacted  

                     by the different European nation states by the end of 

                     the nineteenth century   

                7.  Examine the rise and impact of the doctrine of 

                     international socialism 

           B.  Evaluate the Impact of Imperialism 

                1.  Chart the development of the global economy 

                2.  Examine the impact of the mass migrations at the 

                     end of the nineteenth century 

                3.  Comprehend the effect of imperialism on Asia and 

                     Africa 

                4.  Identify the impact of imperialism on European 

                     politics, economy, and society 

                5.  Describes responses of native populations to 

                     imperialism 

6.1 

 

6.2 

 

6.4 

 

6.5 

 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

B2-4 

E1 

A1-8 

D1 

A1-3,5,6 

B5 

A2-4 

B1,3 

D3,5 

E5,7,8 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

IX.      World War I and the Inter War Years (3 weeks) 

           A.  Analyze the Causes and Consequences of World War I 

                1.  Graph the alliance structure of the European powers 

                     prior to World War I     

                2.  Explain the major causes of World War I 

                3.  Appreciate the nature of combat during World War I 

                4.  List significant turning points of World War I 

                5.  Determine the impact of World War I on the home 

                     front 

 B.  Explain the Causes and Effects of the Russian 

      Revolution     

      1.  Determine the strengths and weaknesses of imperial 

           Russia at the start of World War I  

                 2.  Examine the impact of the World War I on the     

                      social, political, and economic fabric of Russia 

                 3.  Determine the reasons for the failure of the 

                      Provisional Government 

                 4.  Discuss the ideology and goals of Lenin and the 

                      Bolsheviks 

                 5.  Evaluate the impact of the Civil War on Russia 

           C.  Measure the success of the Treaty of Versailles 

                 1.  Graph the goals and objects of the major powers at 

                      Versailles 

                 2.  List the major provisions of the treaty 

                 3.  Describe the Versailles Treatyôs impact upon 

                      Europe              
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  IX.    World War I and the Inter War Years (continued) 

                4.  Explain the reasons for the failures of Versailles 

          D.  Examine the Cultural Impact of World War I Upon 

                Europe 

              1.  Discuss trends and identify major figures and 

                     advances in philosophy, science, and religion   

                2.  Examine the changes in art and music 

           E.  Analyze the Causes and Consequences of the Great 

                Depression 

1.  Identify the major issues facing European states in 

     the 1920s 

2.  Determine the causes of the Great Depression 

3.  Measure the impact and results of the Depression on 

     the society and politics of Europe     

6.2 

 

6.5 

 

 

 

8.1 

 

9.1 

9.2 

A1-8 

D2 

A2,3,4 

B3 

D3,4,5 

E1,3,7,8 

A1 

B2,5,7,9,11,12 

B4 

A1-4 

B2 

C1,2 

 

X.       The Rise of Dictators and World War II (3 weeks) 

           A.  Identify the Factors That Lead to the Rise of 

                 Totalitarianism in Europe 

                1.  Define totalitarianism, and its various European 

                     implementations 

                2.  Describe the economic, political, and social 

                     conditions that lead to the rise of Stalin, Mussolini, 

                     and Hitler 

                3.  Examine the nature of the totalitarian state as created 

                     in Russia, Italy, and Germany 

                4.  Examine the effects of totalitarianism upon the 

                     social, political, and economic fabric of Russia, 

                     Italy, and Germany 

           B.  Explain the Causes and Effects of World War II 

                1.  Determine the European responses to totalitarian 

                     aggression   

                2.  Illustrate the ebb and flow of World War II 

                3.  Identify the key turning points of World War II 

                4.  Examine the consequences of World War II upon 

                     the social, political, and economic structure of 

                     Europe 

6.1 

6.2 

 

 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

E2,4 

A1-8 

D3 

E1,2,4 

G1,4 

B8 

A2-4 

B1-3 

D3,4,5 

XI.     The Cold War and the Modern World (2 weeks) 

          A.  Examine the Origins and Impact of the Cold War 

                Upon Europe 

                1.  Identify the origins of the Cold War 

                2.  Analyze the reasons for the rebirth of Europe 

                3.  Explain de-Stalinization and reforms in Russia 

                4.  Comprehend the social changes and the impact of 

                     those changes on class structure and culture   

5. Chart the course of the Cold War and the nature 

                of the specific conflicts it created 
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E1,7,8 

The Cold War and the Modern World (continued)                    

          B.  Understand Major Changes in Europe From 1985 to 

                the Present 

                1.  Analyze the reason for the decline and collapse of 

                     communism 

                2.  Examine the causes and effects of the revolution of 

                     1989 

                3.  Determine the events that contribute to European 

                     unification 

                4.  Evaluate Europe at the end of the twentieth century 

Note:  The New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards can be accessed at www.state.nj.us 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  
 

Activity: Summer Assignment (Sample)  
  

 

The summer assignment for AP European History is worth three tests grades in the 1
st
 marking 

period. This gives it an approximate value of 1/3 of your quarterly grade. 

 

Submission and Grading: 

 

 The due date for the summer assignment is the end of the first week of school. 

 The grade for the assignment will come entirely from the final paper. 

 The question portions of the assignment are mandatory. 

 The assignment will not be accepted if it is incomplete. (No questions = no grade.) 

 

Part I  

 

Before you begin the first part of your summer assignment, you should familiarize yourself with 

Niccolo Machiavelli and his world. Try the following site: 

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/REN/MACHIAV.HTM  
 

Your assignment, after you have spent some time becoming familiar with Machiavelli, is to read 

Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince. If you would like to read the text on-line instead of purchasing 

or checking out the book - try the following site: 

http://www.orst.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/prince/prince_contents.html 
 

As you read the text, look for themes that are present throughout the text. I encourage you to take 

notes as you read.  

 

Check the Machiavelli questions that are in part three to guide your reading. 

Part II  

 

Before you begin the second part of your summer assignment, you should familiarize yourself 

with Sir Thomas More and his world. Try the following site: 

http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/tmore.htm  

 

Your assignment, after you have spent some time becoming familiar with More, is to read Sir 

Thomas More's Utopia. If you would like to read Utopia on-line: 

http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/morebib.htm  
 

As you read the text, look for themes that are present throughout the text. I encourage you to take 

notes as you read.  

 

Check the More questions that are in part three to guide your reading. 

http://www.orst.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/prince/prince_contents.html
http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/tmore.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/morebib.htm
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

 

Part III  

 

 

Answer all questions completely and thoroughly. 

 

MACHIAVELLI QUESTIONS: 

 

1.  Why did Machiavelli write The Prince? 

 

2.  Name three recurring themes in The Prince. 

 

3.  Describe the role of armies according to Machiavelli. 

 

4.  Why does Machiavelli say that it is better for a prince "to be both loved and feared?" Is it 

     possible for a prince to be both? Explain. 

 

5.  In Chapter 20, what three bits of advice does Machiavelli give the prince? 

 

6.  According to Machiavelli in Chapter 21, what must a prince do to be esteemed? 

 

7.  List and describe ten characteristics of a Machiavellian ruler. 

 

8.  As you perceive it, describe what a state might be like under a Machiavellian ruler. 

 

  

MORE QUESTIONS: 

 

1.  Describe the geography of Utopia. What role does geography play in the way Utopian society 

     developed? 

 

2.  Describe the economy of Utopia. 

 

3. Define the following terms by consulting a dictionary: capitalism, socialism, and         

communism. Based upon the definitions of these terms, what elements of each are present in 

         Utopia? 

 

4.  Choose any five of the following topics and describe their role in Utopia: cities, community  

life, economy, education, artisans, agriculture, philosophy, religion, law, foreign relations, 

slavery. 

 

5.  What does Utopia tell us about More's views of humans and humanity? 

 

6.  Would it be possible to establish a community like Utopia? Why or why not? 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

 

 

Final Essay: 

 

All papers are to be 12 pt type, double spaced, 1ò margins, and Times New Roman or Ariel font. 

All essays will be judged on form, content, and the correctness of ideas. 

 

Be sure to use examples from the texts to support your answer. 

 

MACHIAVELLI, MORE, and GANDHI 

 

Read the attached article from Gandhiôs Satyagraha - start from ñMeans and Endsò. 

 

Compare and contrast the place of Gandhiôs ideas in a Machiavellian world and a Utopian world.  

Do you find that Gandhiôs ideas to be more in keeping with Thomas More or Niccolo 

Machiavelli? Why? Be sure to use specific evidence. (Think carefully - it may not be as obvious 

as it seems. If you feel you want to know more about Gandhi try here: 

http://www.mkgandhi.org/) 

 

Note: The instructor is encouraged to change the comparison figure every year on a rotating           

basis. Lincoln also makes a good Machiavelli, Moore a comparison figure. 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

 
Activity: Document Based Questions (DBQ) 

 

 

This activity introduces the concept of the DBQ and provides the students with experience in 

writing responses to these questions. 

 

Utilize copies of past DBQ questions, which are available through the Advanced Placement 

Program of the College Board. 

 

One of the requirements on the AP examination is the writing of a document-based essay 

question, commonly known as the DBQ. This question is one of two essay types on the exam. 

The other two essays are standard free response essay questions selected from two sets of two 

choices. There is only one DBQ; therefore, students do not have a choice. The score on the DBQ 

is weighed as approximately 25% of the total exam grade. The time period for the DBQ is 

available in June of the year preceding the exam. 

 

It  is important that students learn to work with documents. Many activities throughout the year 

will be based on the use of various types of primary sources. The DBQ requires that students 

utilize many skills in responding to the question. It is necessary to analyze and evaluate the 

significance, reliability, and importance of each piece of documentary evidence in order to 

address the issue raised in the question. 

 

Students should be aware that the question requires them to use information obtained from the 

documents as well as outside information about the topic. Students also should be trained in how 

to use the documents, either quoting the document, paraphrasing an author, or referring to 

statistical information. In all cases, students should become comfortable with citing the 

documents they use. 

 

In the actual AP exam there is a fifteen-minute required reading period when students should 

read the documents and make notes on the document pages, but no essay writing is permitted 

during this reading period. The reading period is followed by a 45-minute period to write the 

DBQ response, which is followed by approximately one hour to write the responses to the two 

free response questions. 

 

During the course of the year, students should have opportunities to work with DBQs. It is 

suggested students be given a sample DBQ question and asked to word-process a response to 

that question overnight. The following day the class can collectively read, analyze, and discuss 

the documents and then add them appropriately to their essay by editing their word-processed 

essay the following night. Another alternative is to allow students to begin a DBQ in class and 

require them to write three paragraphs of the essay: the introduction and two of the body 

paragraphs during the class period. 

 

Sample copies of previous DBQs are available from the College Board or other teachers and 

often are accompanied by sample student responses and the standards used in grading these 
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RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

  

 

specific essays. It is a good idea to share these with students and ask them to assess or grade the 

samples. 

 

Students should be required to write at least one DBQ with each of the units of the course. 

 

 

DBQ HINTS AND HELPS   

 Make sure you know what the question is asking.  

 Look for the point of view of the author of each document.  

 Take into account the social status of the author of each document.  

 Look for the tone of each document (look for sarcasm).  

 Look very carefully at the date of each document.  

 Look for change over time in the documents.  

 Look for possible solutions in the documents.  

 Remember that the documents are not necessarily facts. Many times the documents 

simply express an opinion or perception.  

 Respect the documents.  

 Do not make a document say something it doesn't really say.  

 Assume the reader of the exam knows the documents inside and out but cite the 

documents that you use either with author or number.  

 Documents are often given in chronological order BUT do not use them in chronological 

order.  

 Use at least half + one of the documents, more if possible.  

 Use of all the documents is not necessary. Don't force the documents to fit, though.  

 The thesis must not be simply a restatement of the question.  

 Use "3" - 3 problems, 3 solutions, 3 arguments, etc.  

 Do not ramble.  

 Answer the question that is asked.  

 Remember that there is no one right answer on the DBQ.  

 Use a grid or chart to organize your information.  

Consult The College Board's Grading Rubric for More Information on The New DBQ Scoring 

Method. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Berkeley Heights Public School          Page 20 

 

RESOURCES/ACTIVITIES GUIDE  (continued) 

 

Enlightenment, The French Revolution and Slavery 

 

 

Directions:  

 

The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-15. (Some of the documents 

have been edited for the purpose of this exercise.) 
 
This question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze 
each document, take into account its source and the point of view of the author. Write an essay 
on the following topic that integrates your analysis of the documents, in no case should 
documents simply be cited and explained in a "laundry list" fashion. You may refer to historical 
facts and developments not mentioned in the documents 
 
 Question: 

 
Analyze the views of those addressing the issue of slavery during the 
Enlightenment and the French Revolution AND explain how those who 
debated this issue thought its resolution would affect the economic, political, 
and social order. 

 
Historical background. 
 
During the Enlightenment, French intellectuals addressed the institution of 
slavery. Then, at the time of the French Revolution, the National Assembly 
adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man (August 27, 1789), which begins. 
"All men are born and remain free and equal in rights." The application of this 
statement raised issues concerning the French colonies in the West Indies. Saint 
Dominguez (now Haiti), Martinique, Guadeloupe, Tobago, Saint Lucia and Saint 
Martin. French merchants supplied these islands with slaves, and French planters 
used the slaves to maintain their sugar and coffee plantations. The populations of 
these colonies included African slaves, French colonists, mulatto landholders and 
freed Black people. Slaves, mulattoes, and freed Black people had no political 
rights. 
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Document 1 

 
Everything concurs to let humans enjoy dignity, which is natural. Everything tells us that we can 
not take away from a person that natural dignity which is liberty. 
 

Louis de Jaucourt. "The Slaveò Encyclopedia, 1755 
 
 

Document 2 

 
One hundred thousand slaves, black or mulatto, work in sugar mills, indigo, and cocoa 
plantations, sacrificing their lives to gratify our newly acquired appetites for sugar, cocoa, coffee, 
and tobacco - things unknown to our ancestors. 
 

Voltaire. Essay on Morals  and Custom,  1756 

 

 

Document 3 

 
I have seen those vast unfortunate lands that seem only destined to be inhabited by slaves. I have 
averted my eyes from that sordid sight with loathing, horror, and pity; and seeing one-fourth of 
my fellow humans changed into beasts for the service of others. I have grieved to be a human. 
 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau. The New Heloise, 1761 

 

 

Document 4 

 
Why did the Christian powers not consider that their religion, independent of natural law, was 
fundamentally opposed to black slavery? The answer is that those nations needed slaves for their 
colonies, their plantations, and their mines 
 

Denis Diderot. 'òNatural Libertyò  Encyclopedia, 1765 

 

 

Document 5 

 
Masters who acquired new slaves were obligated by law to have them instructed in the Catholic 
faith. This motivated Louis XIII to authorize this horrid commerce in human flesh.  

 

Louis de Jaucourt. "Blacksò Encyclopedia, 1765 
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Document 6 

 
White people are incapable of working in the field under the hot sun in Saint Dominguez; thus to 
make the best of this precious soil, it has been necessary to find a particular species of laborers. 
Saint Dominguez is a milder climate for the slaves than the hot climate from which they have 
been transplanted. 
 

Guillaume Raynal. Essay on the Administration of Saint Domingue,1781 

 

 

Document 7 

 
Why are black people enslaved? The color of peopleôs skin only suggests a slight difference. 
There is no discord between day and night, the sun and the moon, and between the stars and dark 
sky. All is varied; it is the beauty of nature. Why destroy natureôs work? 
 

Olympe de Gouges. Reflections on Black People, 1788  

 

 

Document 8 

 
A day may come, gentlemen, when you will cast a glance of compassion on these unfortunate 
people who have been made a barbaric object of trade; these people who are similar to us, in 
thought and, above all, in their capacity to suffer. 
 

Jacques Necker. speech. opening meeting of the Estates General, May 1789 

 

 

Document 9 

 
I demand to know how the twenty white people here from the co1onies can be said to represent 
the people of color from whom they have received no authority.  I demand to know by what right 
the 23,000 white voters have refused their fe1low citizens the right to name representatives and 
have arrogated to themselves the right to choose representatives for those whom they have 
excluded 
 

Count Mirabeau. speech. National Assembly, July 3, 1789 
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Document 10 

 
The abolition of slavery and the slave trade would mean the loss of our colonies; the loss of the 
colonies would strike a mortal blow to commerce, and the ruin of commerce would result in 
stagnation for the merchant marine, agriculture, and the arts. Five million French citizens exist 
only by the trade they bring. The colonies bring in an annual income of more than 200 million 
livres. 
 

A delegate from Bordeaux. speech, National Assembly, March 2,1790 

 

 

 

Document 11 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


