
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

Students at the Mary 

Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center 

recently celebrated the 

100th day of school, a 

classic "teachable 

moment," that allows 

children to experience 

the number 100 through 

many activities organized 

by their teachers.   

 

It is simply amazing to 

see how much students at this age grow between the first day and 100th day of school!  It is 

remarkable to ask a child to fill in the missing words: "On the first day of school, I couldn't 

__________, but on the 100th day of school, I can!" 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

In caring for classroom pets, children enrolled in the Preschool classes at Mary Kay 

McMillin Early Childhood Center have become curious about the different types 

of pets they see, what pets need, how pets make 

us feel, and the kinds of jobs that involve 

working with pets. 

 

The Pet Study is part of our updated Creative 

Curriculum Preschool program, a hands-on 

study that is meaningful and relevant to 

children’s daily lives and experiences.  As the 

study evolves, teachers facilitate learning across 

content areas while providing children 

opportunities to explore, investigate and learn. 

 

To "kick off" this unit of study, Mrs. Anne 

Corley-Hand and “Timber,” our school 

“therapy dog in training” visited the Preschool 

classrooms and showed what it’s like to take 

care of a dog.  The children were very 

inquisitive about Timber’s training, his soft hair, and his many toys! 

 

 

 



MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER (continued) 

 

There’s a lot more to keeping 

animals happy and healthy 

besides feeding them! 

 

Kindergarten students at Mary 

Kay McMillin Early Childhood 

Center learned about the 

importance of animal health, 

well-being and development 

when Animal Ambassadors from 

Turtle Back Zoo in West Orange 

recently visited the school. This 

special visit coincided with a 

Kindergarten unit of study on 

the Life Cycle.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

There is a long standing tradition of wearing pajamas to school on Valentine’s Day at 

Thomas P. Hughes School.  The students enjoy the comfort of wearing their pajamas to 

school, but we also ask that students donate a pair of pajamas on this day as well. 

 

Valentine’s Day is the day we 

support the Pajama Program 

each year.  This charitable 

organization collects pajamas 

for children in the Foster Care 

system because according to 

their Good Night Bill of Rights, 

“Every child has the right to 

feel loved and cared for at 

bedtime.”  

 

As one can see from this 

picture, Hughes students came 

through in a big way and 

collected over 200 pairs of 

pajamas for this worthwhile 

cause.  If you are interested in making additional donations or just learning more about 

this organization, please visit pajamaprogram.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Several former Mountain 

Park School students 

recently returned to MPS 

as Grade 7 Peer Leaders 

to talk to Fourth Grade 

students about the 

importance of teamwork 

in school and how they 

need to value all members 

of a team.  

 

To reinforce the concept 

of how to work together 

in a positive manner, the 

current Columbia Middle 

School students led the 

Mountain Park students 

in a cup stack game, hula-

hoop contest, and “human knot” activities. 

 

Mrs. Gale Dolan, Guidance Counselor at Columbia Middle School, is the advisor to the 

Grade 7 Peer Leadership group. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Grade 5 students at Mountain Park School recently spent time in their Social Studies 

classes composing and performing “Declaration of Independence Raps.” 

 

The students worked in groups and 

were required to incorporate in their 

rap songs a total of eleven key events, 

people, and ideas related to the 

Declaration of Independence and the 

American Revolution, including the 

Second Continental Congress, the 

right to revolt against oppressive 

government, Thomas Jefferson, John 

Hancock, Ben Franklin, John Adams, 

and King George III.  

 

The songs composed and performed 

by the Mountain Park students were 

both educational and entertaining! 

 

 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued)  
 

Fourth Graders from Mountain Park School recently visited William Woodruff School to 

participate in an assembly about Thomas Alva Edison.  Mr. Patrick Garner (pictured) 

from History's Alive became Thomas Edison right before the students' eyes! 

 

Students learned about all of 

Edison's inventions such as the 

phonograph, the incandescent 

light bulb, and the motion picture 

camera.  Students learned the Mr. 

Edison was a long-time resident of 

nearby West Orange, New Jersey, 

and established himself as one of 

New Jersey's most famous citizens. 

 

Mr. Garner, portraying Edison, 

elaborated on the lessons that his 

discoveries and life’s events had 

taught him.  The lessons learned 

were to work hard and play hard, 

there are no mistakes as long as 

you learn from them, look at 

problems from a new angle, and 

find something you love in your 

life and do it your whole life long.  

 

The MPS Grade 4 students 

thoroughly enjoyed the assembly 

as well as seeing their friends from 

the district.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

Grade 5 students at William Woodruff School recently helped their fellow students learn 

about the celebration of Chinese New Year. The Grade 5 students explained the history, 

meaning, and cultural events associated with annual celebration of this two-week holiday.  

The Woodruff students described the 

importance of family coming together to 

celebrate along with special foods and the 

“red envelope gifts” that are exchanged at 

Chinese New Year celebrations.  Students also 

learned that 2017 is the Year of the Rooster, 

and they were able to see a real dragon 

costume used in parades and celebrations.   

 

In addition, all of the Woodruff Second 

Graders learned about Chinese New Year in 

Art class, as their teacher, Mrs. Diana Bjorge, 

taught them about the holiday and each 

student designed a Chinese lantern.  Here, 

students (L to R) Bridget Migueis, Daniel Ivanov, and Leyla D’Amato display their Art 

class creations. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Being there for others is always a part of daily life at William Woodruff School.  This was 

seen in a wide variety of ways recently, thanks to the leadership of the Student Council and 

the commitment of the Woodruff students, staff, and families. 

 

Last month, students in each grade level made a 

lunch or two to help out the less fortunate in New 

York City through the BRIDGES program.  The 

students decorated paper bags with pictures and 

inspirational words and then filled the lunch bags 

to the brim with sandwiches, fruit, drinks, and 

desserts.  Each week, 60-80 lunches were donated 

to the cause.  Pictured here with the lunches they 

made are Woodruff students Maheera Haque (left) 

and Zoe Salazar (right). 

 

Concern for others didn’t stop there.   Mugs filled with hard candy and Valentine’s Day 

cards with heartfelt notes were made by Woodruff students for the residents of the 

Berkeley Heights Nursing Home and the Veterans Administration Hospital at Lyons. And 

of course, Woodruff students wouldn’t forget their furry friends.  The Pennies for Pets 

Drive yielded $252.00 that was donated to Home for Good Dogs and St. Hubert’s Animal 

Shelter to help out with vaccinations, food, and toys for the animals there. 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

 

One of the happiest days of the school year for William Woodruff School Second Graders 

is the 100th day of school!  This is the day that Grade 2 Teachers make special by designing 

fun-filled lessons in Math, 

Reading, and Writing, all 

involving the number 100. 

 

The morning began with 

Second Graders reading 

the annual “100th Day” 

poem, followed by exciting 

events celebrated in the 

classroom. 

 

Pictured here enjoying all 

of the fun of the 100th Day 

of School at Woodruff 

School are (L to R) Sana 

Shaikh, Caroline 

O’Rourke, and Danielle 

Consoli. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

On a recent Friday, students at Columbia Middle School were surprised by a visit from 

Mr. Frank Geiger, Principal, Ms. Laurie Scott; District Supervisor of English, and 

members of the Berkeley Heights post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW).  The reason 

for the visit was to congratulate this year’s winners of the “Patriot’s Pen” essay contest.  

Students applauded as Emma Lu (Grade 7), Melanie Kramarchuk (Grade 7), and Jason 

Pien (Grade 8) pictured left to right in the photos above, were each awarded certificates 

and praise, as well as a small monetary award.  During each visit, Ms. Scott polled the 

student groups to see which of them had participated in submitting entries for the essay 

contest, and many said they had.  She encouraged them to continue their writing while 

reminded the Seventh Grade students that they had would have an opportunity to 

participate in the contest next year. 

Mrs. Rhonda Einhorn (pictured far right, in center photo), Teacher of English at Columbia 

Middle School English, (center) was happy to stand with Melanie and shared that the topic 

for the competition this year, “What America Means To Me” was perfectly timed with our 

nation’s presidential election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Governor Livingston High School recently hosted its first-ever STEM competition. STEM 

competitions aim to encourage the nation’s young scientists, engineers and innovators to 

compete as a team in challenges related to the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Math (STEM). 

 

Seven different high schools (GLHS, 

Summit, New Providence, Waldwick, 

Edison, Jonathan Dayton, and St. Mary’s) 

sent two teams apiece to take part in this 

competition. 

 

Students were challenged to create a space 

glove that could theoretically be used 

during a mission to Mars. A variety of 

materials were at the students’ disposal 

during the competition. Students had to 

consider the many tasks, challenges, and constraints that may have influenced their design. 

Students produced a final prototype, a model using CAD or Google SketchUp, results for 

their testing in each of the identified areas, a STEM Lab sheet, an Engineering Design 

Document, and a final presentation to 

judges. 

 

First place was awarded to the school which 

had the highest combined total score 

between their two teams. While the 

Governor Livingston teams did not win the 

overall competition, they were recognized as 

award winners for “Best Prototype” in the 

competition. 

 

Mr. James Finley, District Supervisor of Science; Mr. Drew Ziobro, District Supervisor of 

Mathematics; and Mrs. Dawn Buchan, Teacher of Science at GLHS, did a great job 

planning and coordinating this event, which we will look to continue growing in the coming 

years. Both the Governor Livingston PTO and Berkeley Heights Education Foundation 

supported this program as well, making it a true community effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL (continued) 

 

The third weekend of February marked the start of a very impressive run for our 

Governor Livingston Highlander winter athletics programs. 

On consecutive nights, the Boys Swimming 

team and the Girls Swimming team each won 

the Central Jersey Public C Sectional 

Championship. For the Boys squad, that 

accomplishment marked the first Boys 

Swimming Sectional Championship in school 

history. It was the first Sectional 

Championship for the Girls team in over a 

decade. 

The next day, the GL Ice Hockey team won 

the Kelly Cup for the first time in school 

history by defeating Millburn 2-0.  While all 

of this was happening, Turner Haddad 

captured the District Wrestling 

Championship at the 182-pound weight class.  

In addition, ten (10) members of the 

Governor Livingston Indoor Track 

team turned in outstanding 

performances at the State Group 

Championships and punched their 

tickets to the New Jersey Meet of 

Champions in Toms River.  They are: 

Victoria Vanriele, Nicole Trezza, 

Danielle Petryk, Cristal Vilasoa, Leah 

Saifi, Lauren Saifi, Lauren Boyd, Brian 

Rubenstein, Doug Ladzinski, and 

Andrew Aguilera. 

Many of these GL athletes are still 

competing in championship events in 

their respective sports as the winter season comes to a finish. Great job and best of luck!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

The Percussion Workshop class at Governor Livingston High School, comprised of 

students enrolled in the Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, recently held its 

Second Annual Concert under the direction of Mr. Josef Ellis, Teacher of Music. 

 

During this event, the students showcased what they have been learning throughout the 

semester - including music theory, history, technique, percussion skills, and the ability to 

read music. Each student had an opportunity to perform a solo as well as perform as a 

member of a full ensemble. 

 

Mr. Ellis shared that, “As a society, we fundamentally believe that music is for everybody. 

That is why GLHS makes the Percussion Workshop class available to students in the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing Program.” The students and Mr. Ellis are looking forward with great 

anticipation to the continuance and expansion of this innovative and beneficial program.  

 

Mrs. Michele Gardner, Berkeley Heights School District Director of Special Services, and 

Mr. Kevin Morra, Supervisor of Special Education, recently presented information to 

parents of students with IEPs from Berkeley Heights and Mountainside regarding the 

transition from Grade 8 to Grade 9.  A summary of this presentation can be found on the 

Berkeley Heights Special Services website under the “SEPAC Meeting Minutes” tab.  Also 

in this location, you can find a presentation on ADHD that was recently provided to 

parents by Dr. Peter Sempepos, School Psychologist in the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools. 

 

Students taught by Mrs. Gale Bradford at 

Thomas P. Hughes School recently celebrated the 

100th Day of School.  To mark the occasion, 

students studied geometric shapes, lines, 

intersections and angles by gluing 100 small pom-

poms on different geometric shapes while 

identifying the lines, points, and angles in those 

shapes. 

 
Up-to-date information on programs, services and 

supports can be found on the Special Services 

website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting 

Special Services under the “Services” tab. 

 
 


