
Minutes 

April 16, 2009 

Page 1 of 10 

BERKELEY HEIGHTS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMBINED CONFERENCE & REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

APRIL 16, 2009 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education was called to order on 

 Thursday, April 16, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Clausen Administration Building by the 

 Board President, Mr. Beisser. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 A roll call indicated the presence of the following members: 

 

Mr. Beisser, Dr. Crisonino, Mrs. Kirsch, Mr. Reinstein, Mr. Sincaglia, Mr. Smalley, Mrs. 

Walsh and Mrs. Williams.   Also present were Mrs. Rattner, Mrs. Qualshie and Mrs. 

Felezzola.   

  

STATEMENT 
 

Mr. Beisser read the following statement: 

 

On April 28, 2008, this body by resolution adopted the schedule for this meeting.  The 

time, date and location of this meeting were accurately set forth therein. 

 

On April 29, 2008, a copy of said schedule was posted at the Town Hall, the Public 

Library, the Railroad Station and the Administration Building.  On the same date a copy 

was mailed to the Independent Press, Courier News, all PTO Presidents and delivered to 

the BHEA President, all schools, all Supervisors and filed with the Municipal Clerk.  The 

meeting was also announced on the District Sign at Columbia School. 

 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Mr. Reinstein that the Board of Education 

 adjourn to executive session, 
 

 WHEREAS, the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A.10:4-1 et seq.) 

 expressly provide that a public body may move into Executive Session and exclude 

 the public from that portion of a meeting at which the public body discusses any of the 

 nine areas set forth in N.J.S.A.10:4-12b; and  

WHEREAS, the Berkeley Heights Board of Education has determined it necessary to 

move into Executive Session to discuss the following subjects, all of which are included in 

the aforesaid exceptions:   

Personnel   
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 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Berkeley Heights Board of Education 

that it does hereby move into Executive Session pursuant to N.J.S.A.10:4-12b to discuss 

the aforesaid matters; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid discussions shall be made public either 

 at the Public Meeting following said Executive Session or at such time as any litigated or 

 personnel matters are concluded; or  upon conclusion of any negotiations or related 

 discussions; or as otherwise specified; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect pursuant to law. 

 

RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

  

It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Reinstein that the Board of Education 

return to Public Session.  Motion carried.  

The meeting was reconvened at 8:05 PM in the Columbia School Multi Purpose Room. 
 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 Mr. Beisser led the Board and the public in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Sincaglia that the Board of Education 

approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 23, 2009, and the Budget Hearing 

& Regular Meeting held April 1, 2009. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 Mrs. Felezzola indicated the correspondence as listed had been provided to the Board for 

 their review and information. 

 

A. Letter from Mrs. Harpster, Re: Donation 

 

REPORT OF THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 

 

 John McNamara reported on the following: 

 

  Freshman Orientation 

  AP exams are planned for next month 

  Student Council Elections 

  April 21st School Board Election 

Semi-Formal 

 

Wendy Lin reported on the following: 

 

 Italian club hosting students from Italy 

 Environmental Club – Earth Day Activities 

 Sports Results 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

The Board recognized the Italian students and chaperones from Tramonti, Italy presented 

gifts from their town to the board. 

 

Ms. Gasparini, Mr. Morisseau and Ms. Orlando gave a presentation on the writing 

program at the elementary schools called “The Write Stuff.” 

  

Mrs. Rattner announced the schedule for two upcoming parent programs: Practical Tips 

for Parents on Thursday, April 23, 2009 at 7:30 PM and a program sponsored by the area 

Municipal Alliance groups to discuss the problems of underage drinking on Monday, May 

11, 2009 at 7:15 PM.  Both programs are at Governor Livingston. 

 

Mrs. Rattner announced that the District Instrumental Concert is being held on 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 at 7:00 PM at Governor Livingston. 

 

Mrs. Rattner reminded everyone that the School Board Elections will be held on April 21, 

2009. 

 

Mrs. Rattner thanked the community for their support regarding her recent losses. 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Reinstein to accept the 

Superintendent’s Report. 

Motion carried. 

 

LIAISON REPORTS 

 

 There were no liaison reports at this time. 

 

FACILITIES REPORT 

 

Mrs. Felezzola updated the board on recent project and services bids and the bathroom 

upgrades at Governor Livingston. 

 

PRELIMINARY CITIZENS HEARING 

 

 Ms. Mirabella of Timber Drive asked about the writing program. 

 

 Ms. Orlando and Ms. Gasparini responded. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

  

A. APPROVE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS/TRAVEL 

REIMBURSEMENT    It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and seconded by Dr. 

Crisonino that the Board of Education approve professional development days and 

travel reimbursement for district staff members, as indicated on Attachment A. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 



Minutes 

April 16, 2009 

Page 4 of 10 

B. APPROVE PROCLAMATION    It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and seconded 

by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the Proclamation 

acknowledging the cultural exchange program involving students from Columbia 

Middle School and Governor Livingston High School, and those from Tramonti, 

Italy; and welcoming those students from Italy (Attachment B).  

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

EDUCATION 

 

A. APPROVE STUDENT FIELD TRIPS    It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and 

seconded by Ms. Walsh that the Board of Education approve participation of 

district students and staff in educational field trips, as listed on Attachment C. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

B. APPROVE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT/TUITION CONTRACT    It was 

moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Ms. Walsh that the Board of Education 

approve the attached Special Education Settlement Agreement and 2008-2009 

Tuition Contract  (Attachment D), as reviewed by and approved by Dr. Patricia 

Martino, District Director of Special Services, and District Counsel. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. APPROVE MONITORING SELF-ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT    It was 

moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Ms. Walsh that the Board of Education 

approve the Self-Assessment Document which has been completed as a required 

component of the ongoing New Jersey Department of Education Monitoring of 

Special Education programs and services in the Berkeley Heights School District.  

The complete Self-Assessment Document is on file with the Superintendent of 

Schools; a summary of this Document is attached (Attachment E).  It is also 

recommended by the Superintendent of Schools and Dr. Patricia Martino, District 

Director of Special Services, that upon its approval by the Board, the Self-

Assessment Document be submitted to the New Jersey Department of Education 

prior to May 1, 2009.  

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

Mrs. Rattner gave an overview of the Self-Assessment Document and explained 

the process. 
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PERSONNEL 

 

A. APPROVE SUBSTITUTE/SUPPLEMENTAL PERSONNEL    It was moved 

by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education  

approve the employment of the substitute/supplemental personnel listed below for 

the 2008-2009 school year: 

 

  Teachers 

  Wagner, Marcia 

  West Orange, NJ 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

B. RETIREMENT OF VICTORIA SHOCKLEY    It was moved by Mr. Smalley 

and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education  accept, with regret, 

the retirement of Victoria Shockley from her position as Teacher of Spanish at 

Governor Livingston High School, effective July 1, 2009. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. APPROVE TERMINATION OF DISTRICT STAFF MEMBER    It was 

moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education  

approve the suspension, with pay, of the staff member whose name is on file with 

the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary from April 13, 2009, through 

April 16, 2009.  It is also recommended that the Board approve the termination of 

the employment of the aforementioned staff member, with 14 days notice as 

provided in the employee’s contract, effective immediately.  The Superintendent 

also recommends that this staff member not provide services during the 14-day 

notice period. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

D. APPROVE MATERNITY LEAVE FOR ANNAMARIE SIMONELLI    It 

was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of 

Education grant a leave of absence for maternity/disability to Annamarie Simonelli 

as of May 25, 2009, using her accumulated sick days from May 25, 2009, through 

June 30, 2009.  It is also recommended that the Board grant Mrs. Simonelli an 

unpaid leave of absence in accordance with the New Jersey Family Medical Leave 

Act from September 1, 2009, through December 1, 2009.  In addition, it is 

recommended that the Board approve Mrs. Simonelli’s request for an unpaid child 

care leave of absence from December 2, 2009, through January 31, 2010. It is 

anticipated that she will return to her position in the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools on February 1, 2010.  Mrs. Simonelli is a Grade 4 Teacher at Thomas P. 

Hughes School. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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E. HIRING ANNE CORLEY-HAND    It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded 

by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the employment of Anne 

Corley-Hand of Westfield as Principal in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools for 

the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  Ms. Corley-Hand earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree 

in Early Childhood Education from Kean University and she received her Master 

of Arts Degree in Educational Leadership and Administration from the College of 

Saint Elizabeth.  She has served as Assistant Principal of an early childhood center 

since August 2007; prior to becoming an administrator, Ms. Corley-Hand was 

employed as a Teacher of Preschool, Kindergarten, and Grades 1 and 2 for a total 

of 13 years.  Her annual salary for 2009-2010 will be $120,000. 

 

 Assignment: Principal – Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center. 

 

Certification: Provisional Certificate – Principal; Standard Certificates – 

Supervisor, Elementary School Teacher, Teacher of Nursery 

School. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

Mrs. Rattner introduced Ms. Corley-Hand. 

 

F. HIRING DANA MIRABELLA    It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by 

Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the employment of Dana 

Mirabella of Berkeley Heights as a substitute/replacement Teacher in the Berkeley 

Heights Public Schools for the 2008-2009 school year, effective April 30, 2009, 

through June 30, 2009.  Ms. Mirabella earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

Special Education/Elementary Education from Kutztown University of 

Pennsylvania and she has been employed in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools 

for the past four years as a Special Education Teacher Aide and Substitute 

Teacher.  Her salary will be $45,272, step 1a on the 2008-2009 teachers’ salary 

schedule (prorated from April 30, 2009, to June 30, 2009). 

 

Assignment: Mountain Park School – Teacher of Special Education 

(substitute/replacement). 

 

Certification: Standard Certificate – Teacher of the Handicapped; Certificate of 

Eligibility with Advanced Standing – Elementary School Teacher 

in Grades K-5. 

 

Explanatory Note: Ms. Mirabella is being recommended to replace a staff member 

who is going out on a maternity/disability leave of absence. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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G. EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER AIDE    It was 

moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education  

approve the employment of the following Special Education Teacher Aide for the 

2008-2009 school year, as indicated, effective April 13, 2009, through June 30, 

2009: 

 

Thomas P. Hughes School 

Jody Lemmon: $14.60 per hour, 2.5 hours per day, $6,570.00 annually (prorated 

from April 13, 2009, to June 30, 2009). 

 

Explanatory Note: Mrs. Lemmon has been recommended due to the need for a 

part-time personal aide for a special-needs student who recently enrolled at 

Hughes School. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

H. APPROVE TEACHER AIDE TRAINING    It was moved by Mr. Smalley and 

seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the participation 

of the following Special Education Teacher Aides in professional (ABA/Verbal 

Behavior) training, as indicated: 

 

      Number  Hourly 

Name     of Hours  Pay Rate 

 Colder, Kirsten  9.0   $17.43 

Colligan, Regina  9.0   $17.43 

McLeod, Kim   15.0   $16.80 

Egan, Catherine  3.5   $16.94 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

I. APPROVE COMPENSATION FOR SELF-ASSESSMENT WORK    It was 

moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education  

approve the employment of Tracy Bostwick, Child Study Team Secretary, for six 

(6) hours during the 2008-2009 fiscal year in order to perform tasks associated 

with the completion of the Self-Assessment Document.  This is a required 

component of the ongoing New Jersey Department of Education Monitoring of 

Special Education programs and services in the Berkeley Heights School District.  

Mrs. Bostwick would be paid $117.90 for this work, a sum based on the hourly 

rate of her 2008-2009 annual contracted salary.  

 

Explanatory Note: The school district will be reimbursed by the New Jersey 

Department of Education for the cost of compensating this staff member. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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J. APPROVE EMPLOYMENT FOR CONCERT-RELATED TECHNICAL 

WORK    It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the 

Board of Education approve the employment of Joseph Voorhees for a total of 

nine (9) hours for the purpose of setting up, testing, and monitoring the live video 

and audio feeds for the district-wide Prism instrumental music concert, to be held 

on April 22, 2009, in the Governor Livingston High School auditorium.  Mr. 

Voorhees, a Teacher of Television Production at Governor Livingston, would be 

paid $45.00 per hour for a total compensation of $405.00 for completing this 

assignment. Due to the fact that an overflow crowd is expected to attend this event, 

a live video and audio feed of the concert will be broadcast in the media center, 

band room and cafeteria at Governor Livingston. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

BUSINESS 

 

A. RESOLUTION ON PERS PENSION OBLIGATION DEFERRAL  It was 

approved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by Mr. Sincaglia that the Board of 

Education approve the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS,  the Legislature passed and the Governor signed S-15 as Chapter 22, 

P.L. 2009 that reduces the State Aid for the Berkeley Heights School District for 

the 2008-2009 school by an amount of $142,475.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Legislature passed and the Governor signed S-21 as Chapter 19, 

P.L. 2009 that provides school districts with two options concerning their 

obligation to pay the Public Employees Retirement System , namely payment in 

full by April 30, 2009, or payment of one-half of the pension obligation by April 

30, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, payment of one-half of the pension obligation requires the district to 

apply for a deferral schedule which will start in April 2012 and continue for 15 

years to repay the deferred portion to the retirement system; and 

 

WHEREAS, deferred payments are subject to normal actuarial growth on accrued 

liabilities of the pension system, which most recently was a rate of 8.25%; and 

 

WHEREAS, the School Business Administrator has reviewed the cash flow needs 

of the Berkeley Heights School District, the surplus balance position of the district, 

and the impact of the deferral on future budgets if the district should elect to take 

the deferral or reject the deferral;  now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Berkeley Heights Board of Education that it hereby 

rejects the offer of a deferral by the New Jersey Public Employees Retirement 

System and authorizes the School Business Administrator to pay the 2009 PERS 

pension obligation in full before April 30, 2009. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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B. COOPERATIVE BIDDING It was approved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by 

Mr. Sincaglia that the Board of Education approve the contracts with Educational 

Data Services for the 2009-2010 fiscal year for Cooperative Bidding & Right to 

Know Reporting in the amount of $12,600.00. 

 

   Explanatory Note: Educational Data Services has provided Cooperative Bidding  

  and Right to Know for many years.  The co-op bidding service allows us to  

  purchase most supplies at deeply discounted prices because we purchase in bulk  

  with other districts. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. ACCEPT DONATION It was approved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by Mr. 

Sincaglia that the Board of Education accept the donation of a guitar valued at 

approximately $75.00 from Mrs. Barbara Santullo to be used at William Woodruff 

School. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

D. ACCEPT DONATION It was approved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by Mr. 

Sincaglia that the Board of Education accept the donation of new speakers, an 

amplifier and microphones valued at approximately $1,000.00 from Mrs. Mary-

Louise Harpster to be used at Governor Livingston High School. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

   Mr. Beisser thanked the donors. 

 

FINANCE 

  

A. APPROVAL OF BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT It was moved by Mr. 

Reinstein and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board of Education, pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-2.3, certifies that as of March 31, 2009, after review of the 

Board Secretary’s monthly financial report (appropriations section) and upon 

consultation with appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge no 

major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-

2.3, and sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations 

for the remainder of the year. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS It was moved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by 

Mr. Smalley that the Board of Education authorize transfers for March, 2009. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF TREASURERS REPORT It was moved by Mr. Reinstein and 

seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board of Education accept the financial reports 

of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer of School Funds for the months ending, 

March 31, 2009. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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FINAL CITIZENS HEARING 

 

 There was no one who wished to be heard. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

The board discussed the tentative meeting schedule in regards to eliminating meetings and 

the importance of having meetings.   

 

 Mr. Beisser stated that he is concerned with not being able to receive public input. 

 

 Dr. Crisonino expressed his concerns.   

 

Dr. Monroe of Winchip Road, Ms. Mirabella of Timber Drive and Ms. Johnson of 

Chestnut Hill Drive expressed their concerns over meeting schedules. 

 

Mr. Sincaglia responded to a recent letter to the editor that appeared in the Independent 

Press regarding the budget.  Mr. Sincaglia clarified some statements in the letter that were 

misleading.  He stated that the payment to the Highlander Association for the turf field is 

offset by savings realized from reduced maintenance costs.  Excess surplus is used as a 

revenue source for the next year’s budget and actually reduces property taxes.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by Mrs. Kirsch that the meeting be  

 adjourned. 

 

 Motion carried. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 Donna A. Felezzola 

 School Business Administrator/ Board Secretary 

 

 

 


