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BERKELEY HEIGHTS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMBINED CONFERENCE & 

REGULAR MEETING 

AND 

ORGANIZATION MEETING 

MINUTES 

APRIL 26, 2007  

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education was called to order on 

 Thursday April 26, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the Clausen Administration Building by the 

 School Business Administrator, Mrs. Felezzola. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 A roll call indicated the presence of the following members: 

 

 Mr. Beisser, Dr. Crisonino, Mrs. Kirsch (8:45), Mr. Lisk, Mr. Reinstein, Mrs. 

 Schaumberg, Mr. Sincaglia and Mr. Smalley. Also present were Mrs. Rattner, Dr. 

 Jennings and Mrs. Felezzola.   

 

STATEMENT 
 

Mrs. Felezzola read the following statement: 

 

On April 27, 2006, this body by resolution adopted a schedule of meetings.  The time, 

date and location of this meeting were accurately set forth therein. 

 

On April 28, 2006, a copy of said schedule was posted at the Town Hall, the Public 

Library, the Railroad Station and the Administration Building.  On the same date a copy 

was mailed to the Dispatch, Independent Press, Courier News, all PTO Presidents and 

delivered to the BHEA President, all schools, all Supervisors and filed with the Municipal 

Clerk.  The meeting was also announced on the District Sign at Columbia School. 

 

 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

It was moved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded Mr. Sincaglia that the Board of Education 

adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel, contractual and 

legal matters.  Disclosure of the above will be permitted following formal action by the 

Board at an open public meeting.  Formal action is anticipated as soon as these matters are 

no longer of a confidential nature. 

 The meeting was recessed at 8:15 PM 
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RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Mr. Sincaglia that the Board of 

 Education return to Public Session.  Motion carried. 

 The meeting was reconvened at 8:15 PM in the Columbia School Cafetorium. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 Mrs. Felezzola led the Board and the public in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

STATEMENT OF RESULTS OF ELECTION – ATTACHMENT A 

 

 Mrs. Felezzola read the results of the School Board Election that was held in the 

 Township on Tuesday, April 17, 2007. 

 

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE  

 

 Mrs. Felezzola administered the Oath of Office to Mr. John C. Sincaglia, Mr. Denis 

 Smalley and Mrs. Helen Kirsch(8:40 PM). 

 

ELECTION OF BOARD PRESIDENT 

 

 Mrs. Felezzola asked for a motion to nominate a Board Member to the position of 

 President of the Board of Education. 

 

 Mr. Lisk nominated Mr. Beisser for President. 

 Mr. Sincaglia seconded the nomination. 

 

 Mrs. Felezzola asked if there were any other nominations. 

 

 There being none, Mr. Sincaglia motioned and Mr. Reinstein seconded to close 

 nominations. 

 

 The motion to approve Mr. Beisser as President of the Board of Education was approved 

 by unanimous voice vote. 

 

ELECTION OF BOARD VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

 Mr. Beisser asked for a motion to nominate a Board Member to the position of Vice-

 President of the Board of Education. 

 

 Mr. Sincaglia nominated Mr. Lisk for Vice-President. 

 Dr. Crisonino seconded the nomination. 

 

 Mr. Beisser asked if there were any other nominations. 
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 There being none, Dr. Crisonino motioned and Mr. Reinstein seconded to close 

 nominations. 

 

 The motion to approve Mr. Lisk as Vice-President of the Board of Education was 

 approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Mr. Sincaglia that the Board of Education 

approve the minutes of the Combined Conference and Regular Meeting and Public 

Meeting to Adopt Tentative Budget held March 8, 2007; the Regular Meeting held March 

15, 2007; and the Budget Hearing and Regular Meeting held March 26, 2007. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

 Mrs. Felezzola indicated the correspondence as listed had been provided to the Board for 

 their review and information. 

Letter from Dave Feldman, Feldman Designs, LLC, Re: Donation 

 

 Mrs. Felezzola mentioned a letter from Kathryn O’Connell, Project Graduation 

 Chairperson announcing that Project Graduation will take place on Thursday, June 21, 

 2007 from 9:30 PM to 5:00 AM. 

 

REPORT OF THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 

 

 Jessica Goldstein reported on the following: 

  King of Hearts 

  Karate Class 

  AP Exams 

  Scholarship Applications 

  Field Trips 

  Student Council Elections 

 Jonathan Fuller reported on the following: 

  Students visiting from other schools 

  Spring Concert 

  Band Trip 

  Art Trip 

 

ADOPTION OF POLICIES, CURRICULUM GUIDES AND TEXTBOOKS 
 

 A.  It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of  

  Education adopt the existing policies, bylaws and regulations as noted in the  

  official policy book as maintained in the Superintendent’s office for the 2007-2008 

  school year. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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 B. It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of  

  Education adopt the existing curriculum guides and all existing programs for the  

  Berkeley Heights Public Schools for the 2007-2008 school year as shown on  

  Attachment B and maintained in the Superintendent’s Office. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

  

 C. It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of  

  Education adopt the textbooks as noted on the official textbook listing for the  

  Berkeley Heights Public Schools, as maintained in the Superintendent’s Office, for 

  the 2007-2008 school year. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
  

 A. It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of  

  Education appoint the following individuals  for the 2007-2008 school year: 

 

   Ralph E. Radicsh –  Treasurer of School Monies 

   Matthew Jennings –  Affirmative Action Officer 

   Donna A. Felezzola –  Custodian of Records 

   Anthony Amiano -  Integrated Pest Management Coordinator 

      Right to Know Officer 

      AHERA Coordinator 

    

Section 504 Compliance Officers: 

   Governor Livingston High School Gregory Meissner 

   Columbia Middle School  Dr. Jack Dennis 

   Mountain Park School  Reginald Sainte-Rose 

   Thomas P. Hughes School  Andrea Orlando 

   William Woodruff School  Patricia Gasparini 

   Hamilton Terrace School  Mary Kay McMillin 

 

   Attendance Officers: 

   Governor Livingston High School Stephen Hopkins 

   Columbia Middle School  Jonathan Morisseau 

   Mountain Park School  Reginald Sainte-Rose 

   Thomas P. Hughes School  Andrea Orlando 

   William Woodruff School  Patricia Gasparini 

   Hamilton Terrace School  Mary Kay McMillin 

 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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B. It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board adopt 

  the following resolutions: 

 

  WHEREAS there exists a need for certain professional services during the 2007- 

  2008 school year and; 

 

  WHEREAS funds are available for the purpose, and 

 

  WHEREAS the local public contracts law (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that  

  the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for professional services without  

  competitive bids must be publicly advertised; 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby  

  retains the following listed, according to the terms and condition negotiated: 

 

  Firm     Services 

  Noke & Heard    School Auditors 

  Richland Knowles Agency  Insurance 

  USA Architects    Architects 

  Porzio, Bromberg & Newman School Board Attorney 

  LDP Consulting   Dental Insurance Broker 

  Armour Hulsart & Company  Fiscal Agent Auditors 

  Sillis Cummis Epstein & Gross Special Counsel Dissolution 

  McManimon & Scotland  Referendum Attorneys 

 

  FURTHER RESOLVED that these services are awarded without competitive  

  bidding as “professional services” under the provision of the local public contracts 

  law because these services are performed by persons authorized by law to practice 

  recognized professional; and be it 

 

  FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be published in The  

  Courier-News within ten (10) days of passage. 

 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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DEPOSITORIES 
A. It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Bank of 

America, Wachovia, PNC Bank, Union Center Bank, Morgan Stanley Trust 

Company (Custodian Bank for the State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund), 

Commerce Bank, Hilltop Bank and Solomon Smith Barney be designated as the 

official depositories of school funds. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the President or Vice President, together with the Board 

Secretary or Assistant Board Secretary and the Treasurer of School Monies be 

authorized to sign all checks or withdrawals from the School Monies Account of 

the Board of Education (Bank of America) and that any two of the aforementioned 

officers be authorized to open the safe deposit box rented by the Board of 

Education at the Bank of America. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary or Assistant Board Secretary and the 

Treasurer of School Monies be authorized to sign all checks drawn against the 

cafeteria account (Bank of America). 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Treasurer of School Monies be authorized to sign all 

checks drawn against the payroll accounts (Bank of America.) 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary and the Assistant Board Secretary be 

authorized to transfer from the Capital Project Referendum Account (Bank of 

America) to the School Monies Account (Bank of America) for the payment of all 

appropriate referendum related expenditures. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary and the Assistant Board Secretary be 

authorized to sign all checks drawn against the General Organization Account 

(Bank of America.) 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary and the Assistant Board Secretary be 

authorized to sign all checks drawn against the Board of Education Cash Account 

(Bank of America.) 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary or the Assistant Board Secretary and 

Treasurer of School Monies be authorized to sign all checks drawn against the 

U.C.C. Trust Account (Bank of America) and the C.M.P. Account (Hilltop Bank.) 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary or Assistant Board Secretary and 

Treasurer of School Monies be authorized to sign all checks drawn against the 

Capital Reserve Account (Bank of America) and Capital Reserve Money Market 

Account (Hilltop Bank). 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary and the Treasurer of School Monies be 

authorized to sign all checks drawn against the G.I.T. account (Bank of America.) 
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DEPOSITORIES (continued)  

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary or Assistant Board Secretary and the 

Athletic Director be authorized to sign all checks drawn against the Athletic 

Account (Bank of America.) 

 

RESOLVED THAT the High School Principal, High School Assistant Principal, 

Student Activity Bookkeeper and the Athletic Director be authorized to sign all 

checks drawn against the Governor Livingston Student Activity Account (Union 

Center Bank.) 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary or Assistant Board Secretary be 

authorized to sign all checks drawn against the Annuity Account (Solomon Smith 

Barney) and the Tuition Account (Bank of America). 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary and/or the Assistant Board Secretary 

and/or the Treasurer of School Monies can authorize wire transfers to/from any of 

the aforementioned accounts. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board of Education approve the use of facsimile 

signatures for the Board President or Vice President, the Board Secretary or the 

Assistant Board Secretary and the Treasurer of School Monies on all checking 

accounts. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary or Assistant Board Secretary be 

authorized to sign all checks drawn against the Bond Account (Bank of America). 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Board Secretary be authorized to sign all checks drawn 

against the Cash Management Account (Morgan Stanley Trust). 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Elementary and Secondary School Principals, Secondary 

Assistant Principals, Elementary School Secretaries, the Early Childhood Center at 

Hamilton Terrace Nurse be authorized to sign all checks drawn against their 

School Student Activity Accounts (Hilltop Bank). 

 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS  

A. It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that The Courier-

News be designated the official newspaper of the Berkeley Heights Board of 

Education and that The Star-Ledger be designated to also receive public notices 

and be an official newspaper because it has the greatest likelihood of informing the 

public in our area. 

 A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

  It was moved by Mr. Reinstein and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the following  

  list of Board Appointments be tabled until a future date. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval.  

 

 A. It is recommended that the following Board appointments be approved: 

 

Union County School Boards Association and  Rep 

New Jersey School Boards Association   Alt 

 

Union County Educational Services Commission  Rep 

          Alt 

 

PTO Liaison Representative     Rep 

          Alt 

 

Legislative Committee     Rep 

        Alt 

 

Education Foundation Liaison    Rep 

          Alt 

 

Negotiations Committee     Rep 

          Rep 

          Rep 

          Alt 

 

Curriculum Liaison      Rep 

          Alt 

 

Facility Planning      Rep 

          Rep 

          Rep 

          Alt 

 

Finance Committee      Rep 

        Rep 

        Rep 

        Alt 

 

Liaison to Township Committee    Rep 

        Alt 

   

Liaison to Berkeley Heights Taxpayers Association  Rep 

          Alt 
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS (continued) 

Personnel Committee      Rep 

          Rep 

          Rep 

          Alt 

   

Long-Range Planning Committee    Rep 

          Rep 

          Rep 

   

Athletics/Co-Curricular Committee    Rep 

          Rep  

          Rep 

          Alt 

 

 

19. MEETING DATES 

 A. It is recommended that the following meeting dates be established: 

 

 

Date 

 

Type 

 

Location 

Public 

Session 

Executive  

Session 

May 10, 2007 Combined 

Conference & 

Regular Meeting 

Columbia Multi 

Purpose Room 

8:00 PM 6:30 PM 

(7:30 PM Teacher of 

the Year Reception) 

 

June 7, 2007 Regular 

Conference 

Meeting 

Columbia Multi 

Purpose Room 

8:00 PM 7:00 PM 

(7:30 PM Student 

Awards) 

 

June 14, 2007 Regular Meeting Columbia Multi 

Purpose Room 

8:00 PM 6:30 PM 

7:30 PM Retiree 

Reception) 

July 12, 2007 Combined 

Conference & 

Regular Meeting
     

Columbia Multi 

Purpose Room 

8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

Sept. 20, 2007 Combined 

Conference & 

Regular Meeting 
 

Columbia Multi 

Purpose Room  

8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 
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19. MEETING DATES (continued) 

          Public  Executive 

 Date  Type    Location  Session Session 

 

Oct. 11, 2007 Regular Conference Meeting Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

      Purpose Room 

 

Oct. 18, 2007 Regular Meeting  Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

        Purpose Room 

 

Nov. 15, 2007 Combined Conference & Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

       Regular Meeting    Purpose Room 

 

Dec. 13, 2007 Combined Conference & Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

       Regular Meeting    Purpose Room 

 

Jan. 10, 2008 Regular Conference Meeting Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

        Purpose Room 

 

Jan. 17, 2008 Regular Meeting  Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

        Purpose Room 

 

Feb. 7, 2008 Regular Conference Meeting Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

        Purpose Room 

 

Feb. 21, 2008 Regular Meeting  Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

        Purpose Room 

 

Mar. 6, 2008 Regular Conference Meeting Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

  & Public Meeting to   Purpose Room 

  Adopt Tentative Budget 

 

Mar. 13, 2008 Regular Meeting  Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

        Purpose Room 

 

Mar. 24, 2008 Budget Hearing &  Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 

(Monday) Regular Meeting     Purpose Room 

 

Apr. 28, 2008  Combined Conference & Columbia Multi 8:00 p.m. 7:00p.m. 

(Monday) Regular Meeting    Purpose Room 

and Organization Meeting  

The Board discussed the Meeting Dates as scheduled.  They agreed to hold a Combined 

Conference & Regular Meeting on Thursday, May 10, 2007 as listed.  The rest of the meeting 

dates will be revised and proposed at the next board meeting.  It was moved by Mr. Reinstein and 

seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board accept this recommendation.  

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

  Mike Skara presented the proposed District Technology Plan for 2007-2010. 

   

  The Board asked questions and discussed the Technology Plan. 

 

  Mrs. Rattner discussed the School Calendar and stated that it was reviewed by school 

 groups and staff. 

 

  Mrs. Rattner updated the Board on the Strategic Plan and stated the next meeting was 

 scheduled for May 7, 2007. 

 

  It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Mrs. Kirsch that the Board of Education 

 accept the Superintendent’s Report. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval.  

 

PRELIMINARY CITIZENS HEARING 

 

  It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and seconded by Mr. Lisk that the meeting be opened for 

 the Preliminary Citizens Hearing.  Motion was approved. 

 

  Mrs. Hollowell of Bristol Court expressed concern that teachers have different levels of 

 expertise regarding technology.  

 

  Mrs. Hollowell inquired about electronic surveillance at the schools and specifically the 

 upper field at the high school. 

   

  Mrs. Searfoss of Plainfield Avenue stated that she was being buzzed in automatically at 

 Hamilton Terrace School and not according to procedures.   

 

  Mrs. Rattner responded that the system has been installed, procedures have been 

 implemented and that the administration is working through issues. 

 

  Mrs. Needham of Exeter Drive stated that on Election Day she had to state who she was 

 prior to being buzzed into Hamilton Terrace School. 

 

  Dr. Forreger of Dorset Road stated that we should be a technologically advanced 

 community and suggested an Eighth grade programming course.  He stated that all High 

 School graduates should know EXCEL. 

 

  There were no other questions from the public. 

   

  Mr. Beisser closed the Preliminary Citizens Hearing portion of the meeting. 
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ADMINISTRATION 

 

A. POLICIES/REGULATIONS    It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and seconded by 

Mrs. Kirsch that the Board introduce for study and the first reading of the 

following proposed new policy: 

 

Electronic Surveillance in School Buildings and on School Grounds 7441 

A rol1 call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

B. APPROVE DISTRICT TECHNOLOGY PLAN    It was moved by Mr. 

Sincaglia and seconded by Mrs. Kirsch that the Board approve the Berkeley 

Heights School District’s Technology Plan for 2007-2010, a copy of which has 

been distributed electronically to all Board of Education members.  

 A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. ACCEPT EXTRAORDINARY AID   It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and 

seconded by Mrs. Kirsch that the Board accept the 2006-2007 Extraordinary Aid 

funding from the State of New Jersey in the amount of $71,640.00.  This financial 

assistance is provided by the state to local school districts in order to offset the cost 

of those out-of-district special education placements which exceed $40,000.00 per 

student.  

 

Explanatory Note: Extraordinary Aid for last year was $113,613.00.  This funding 

represents a decrease of $41,973.00.  Out of district special education tuition costs 

in excess of $40,000.00 are being funded at a rate of 23% per student. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

D. APPROVE 2008-2009 SCHOOL CALENDAR It is recommended by the 

Superintendent of Schools that the Board approve the proposed school district 

calendar for the 2008-2009 school year (Attachment C).   

 

 The Board discussed the proposed calendar.   

 

 Mr. Reinstein noted the late end of the school year. 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Sincaglia and seconded by Mrs. Kirsch to accept the 2008-

2009 school calendar. 

   

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

EDUCATION 

 

  There were no items to present to the Board at this time. 
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PERSONNEL 

 

A. RE-EMPLOYMENT OF NON-TENURED PERSONNEL    It was moved by 

Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board approve the re-

employment of the non-tenured professional staff members listed on Attachment D 

for the 2007-2008 school/fiscal year, whichever is applicable. 

 A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

B. SUBSTITUTE/SUPPLEMENTAL PERSONNEL   It was moved by Mrs. 

Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board approve the employment of 

the substitute/supplemental personnel listed below for the 2006-2007 school year: 

 

   Teachers 

   Aronow, Maureen 

   Berkeley Heights, NJ 

 

   Masri, Andrea  

   Fanwood, NJ 

 

   Cafeteria Staff 

   Garcia, Nancy (@ $10.50 per hour) 

   Berkeley Heights, NJ 

    

   Classroom/Special Education 

Teacher Aide 

   Mirabella, Dana 

   Berkeley Heights, NJ    

 

   Guidance Counselor 

   Semer, Ronald (@ $100.00 per day) 

   Succasunna, NJ 

 

   Home Instructor 

   Fenimore, Noelle 

   Bernardsville, NJ 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. RESIGNATION OF MARY HARBACH   It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and 

seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board accept, with regret, the resignation of 

Mary Harbach from her position as Athletic Trainer in the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools, effective June 30, 2007. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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D. RESIGNATION OF JULIA GENTILE MC CANN   It was moved by Mrs. 

Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board accept, with regret, the 

resignation of Julia Gentile McCann from her teaching position in the Berkeley 

Heights Public Schools, effective June 30, 2007.  

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

E. RETIREMENT OF MARIE MARZARELLA It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and 

seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board accept, with regret, the retirement of 

Marie Marzarella from her teaching position in the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools, effective June 30, 2007. 

 

 Mr. Beisser recognized Ms. Marzarella for her outstanding work throughout the 

years.  

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

F. RESIGNATION OF DOUGLAS PEPE It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and 

seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board accept, with regret, the resignation of 

Douglas Pepe from his teaching position in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools, 

effective June 30, 2007. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

G. RESIGNATION OF CHRISTIAN WALTER  It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and 

seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board accept, with regret, the resignation of 

Christian Walter from his teaching position in the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools, effective June 30, 2007.  

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

H. LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR CYNTHIA ARDOLINO  It was moved by Mrs. 

Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board grant Cynthia Ardolino an 

unpaid leave of absence in accordance with the New Jersey Family Medical Leave 

Act from March 26, 2007, through June 22, 2007.  Mrs. Ardolino is a Cafeteria 

staff member at Governor Livingston High School.  

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

I. LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR PATRICIA AGNOLET   It was moved by Mrs. 

Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board grant Patricia Agnolet an 

unpaid leave of absence from May 8, 2007, through June 30, 2007.  Mrs. Agnolet 

is a Teacher of Social Studies at Columbia Middle School. 

 

   Explanatory Note: The Board had previously granted Mrs. Agnolet an unpaid 

leave of absence in accordance with the Federal Family and Medical Leave Act 

from February 5, 2007, through May 7, 2007; Mrs. Agnolet has requested an 

additional leave of absence through the end of the 2006-2007 school year.  

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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J. LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR KRISTIN INSABELLA  It was moved by Mrs. 

Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board grant Kristin Insabella an 

unpaid leave of absence for the entire 2007-2008 school year.  Mrs. Insabella is a 

Grade 2 Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes School. 

 

Explanatory Note: The Board had previously granted Mrs. Insabella a 

maternity/disability leave of absence; an unpaid leave of absence in accordance 

with the New Jersey Family and Medical Leave Act; and an unpaid leave of 

absence, spanning from January 4, 2006, through June 30, 2007. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

K. REVISE TEACHER EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT It was moved by Mrs. 

Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board approve the revised 

employment contract for the following district teacher, as indicated: 

    

       Original 2006-2007 Revised 2006-2007 

   Name    Contract  Contract 

   Candice Ramirez  February 1, 2007 - February 1, 2007 -  

      May 8, 2007  June 30, 2007 

       Annual salary  Annual salary  

       $43,331  $43,331 

 

Explanatory Note: The employment contract of this substitute/replacement teacher 

is being recommended for extension due to the aforementioned request for a 

longer leave of absence (Item I). 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

L. REVISE TEACHER AIDE EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT It was moved by 

Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board approve the following 

revised employment contract/salary for the 2006-2007 school year, as indicated: 

 

   Classroom/Special Education Teacher Aide 

Denise Piatnochka (William Woodruff School): $16.15 per hour, 5.5 hours per 

day, $15,988.50 yearly, effective April 10, 2007, through June 30, 2007. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval.  
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M. EMPLOYMENT OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE TEACHER It was moved 

by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board approve the 

employment of Andrea Masri as a long-term substitute Grade 5 Teacher at 

William Woodruff School from May 2, 2007, through June 30, 2007, at the annual 

salary of $45,599, step 3a on the 2006-2007 teachers’ salary schedule, prorated 

from May 2, 2007, to June 30, 2007.  Mrs. Masri served as a 

substitute/replacement teacher in the district from September 1, 2006, through 

January 31, 2007; and she was employed as the district’s elementary Enrichment 

Teacher during the 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 school year. 

 

Explanatory Note: Mrs. Masri is being recommended to replace a staff member 

who is going out on an extended medical leave.     

A roll call indicated unanimous approval.  

 

N. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and 

seconded by Mr. Smalley that the Board approve extra-curricular activities, staff 

members, assignments and stipends for the 2006-2007 school year, as listed below: 

 

  Columbia Middle School       2006-2007 

  Activity/Position    Instructor/Supervisor Stipend 

  Student Council Advisor   Kimberly Tracey #  $1,326   

 

Governor Livingston High School      2006-2007 

  Activity/Position    Instructor/Supervisor Stipend 

  Assistant Baseball Coach   R. Andrew Huber @  $2,114 

  Assistant Baseball Coach   Ralph Yezza @  $2,114 

  Assistant Golf Coach    Jonathan Moss   Volunteer 

 

  # Replaces Kristine Weber, approved by the Board of Education on September 21, 2006. 

 

@ Supersedes the appointment of R. Andrew Huber (full stipend), approved by the Board 

of Education on November 16, 2006. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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BUSINESS 

 

A. PETTY CASH FUNDS It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Dr. 

Crisonino that the Board of Education establish Petty Cash Funds for the 2007-

2008 school year as follows: 

 

Governor Livingston High School  $250.00 

Columbia Middle School     175.00 

Hamilton Terrace School     125.00 

Thomas Hughes School     125.00 

Mountain Park School     125.00 

William Woodruff School     125.00 

Board Office       150.00 

 

Explanatory Note: The Petty Cash funds are approved annually as part of the 

preparation for the operation of the new school year. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

 B. IMPREST CHECKING ACCOUNT It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded 

  by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education establish an imprest checking  

  account for the 2007-2008 fiscal year in the amount of $3,500.00. 

 

Explanatory Note: The Imprest Checking Account is approved annually as part of 

the preparation for the operation of the new school year. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. SCHOOL ACCOUNTS It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Dr. 

Crisonino that the Board of Education authorize the re-establishment of a student 

fund in each elementary school, effective July 1, 2007, to account for monies 

raised by pupils, teachers or school administrators, and shall be operated in 

accordance with prudent business practices and approved Board Policy. 

 

Explanatory Note: The student accounts are approved annually as part of the 

preparation for the operation of the new school year. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

  D. APPROVE CHANGE ORDER FOR DOOR UPGRADES AT VARIOUS  

  SCHOOLS It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the  

  Board of Education approve Change  Order #2 with C&M Door Controls, Inc. in  

  the amount of $2,950.00 for replacement of existing hardware at Columbia Middle 

  School gymnasium as per district’s request. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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 E.  ACCEPT DONATION It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded by Dr.  

  Crisonino that the Board of Education accept the donation of theatrical lighting  

  equipment valued at approximately $3,200.00 from  Feldman Designs LLC to  

  Governor Livingston High School. 

A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

 F.  APPROVE TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch 

  and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the agreement 

  as shown on Attachment E for the reimbursement to the parent for private   

  transportation of a special education  student.  

 

   Explanatory Note: This transportation agreement indicates a retroactive increase  

  for 2006-2007 and a standard increase for 2007-2008 school year.  Analysis of  

  transportation costs finds agreement to be cost efficient. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

G.  APPROVE CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES It was moved by Mrs.  

  Kirsch and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the  

  contract with Porzio, Bromberg & Newman  for legal services for the 2007-2008  

  school year at a rate of $175.00 per hour for  attorney fees and $115.00 per hour  

  for paralegal services.  

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

H.  APPROVE CHANGE ORDER FOR ASBESTOES ABATEMENT AT  

  THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded  

  by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve the change order with  

  Synatech, Inc. in the amount of $4,760.00 for additional work required due to  

  high water table and amount of water in the tunnel.  Contractor was required to  

  install sump pumps. 

  A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

 I.  APPROVE CHANGE ORDER FOR ASBESTOS ABATEMENT AT   

  COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL It was moved by Mrs. Kirsch and seconded  

  by Dr. Crisonino that the Board of Education approve Change Order #3 with Rici  

  Corporation in the amount of  $5,076.00 for removal and disposal of 141 linear feet 

  of additional asbestos  material. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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FINANCE 

 

A. PAYMENT OF BILLS It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Mr. Lisk  

that the Board approve for payment the bills as listed on the bill lists as follows: 

 

3/15/2007 Payroll $1,601,048.99 

3/27/2007 Accounts Payable (4,911.00) 

3/29/2007 Accounts Payable (2,945.00) 

3/30/2007 Payroll 1,254,649.93 

4/9/2007 Accounts Payable 47,500.00 

4/13/2007 Payroll 1,614,711.63 

4/16/2007 Accounts Payable 9,411.00 

4/26/2007 Accounts Payable 1,581,210.72 

  $6,100,676.27 

 A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

B. CERTIFICATION It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Mr. Lisk that 

 the Board of Education accept the Board Secretary’s Certification as of March 

 2007 that no budgetary line items account has obligations and payments which in 

 total exceed the amount appropriated by the district Board of Education 

 pursuant to N.J.S.A. AA:22-8.1. 

 A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

C. MONTHLY REPORTS  It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Mr. 

Lisk that the Board of Education accept the monthly reports of the Board Secretary 

for September 2006, including the monthly transfer report, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 

6:20:2.13 and further, the Board certifies that after review of the Secretary’s 

Financial Reports and certification statement that to the best of its knowledge no 

major account or fund has been over-expended and  that sufficient funds are 

available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 

year. 

 A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 

 

FISCAL AGENT 

 

  A. APPROVE CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES It was moved by Mr.  

  Sincaglia and seconded by Mrs. Kirsch that the Board of Education, Acting as  

  Fiscal Agent for the Union County Regional High School District #1, approve the 

  contract with Porzio, Bromberg & Newman  for legal services for the 2007-2008  

  school year at a rate of $175.00 per hour for  attorney fees and $115.00 per hour  

  for paralegal services. 

   A roll call indicated unanimous approval. 
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FINAL CITIZENS HEARING 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Smalley and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the meeting be   

 opened for the Final Citizens Hearing.  Motion was approved. 

 

 There were no members of the public that wished to address the Board. 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Mr. Sincaglia that the meeting be closed 

 for the Final Citizens Hearing. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 Mrs. Rattner remarked on the security concerns at Hamilton Terrace.  She thanked the 

 police for addressing the parents regarding their concerns. 

 

 Mrs. Kirsch apologized for being late and reported that the Union County Educational  

 Services had hired a Superintendent.  

 

 Mr. Lisk discussed an on-line policy manual with a searchable database.  

 

 Mr. Reinstein reported that the budget passed with 61% of the voters voting yes and 

 thanked the PTO’s, and the Taxpayers for Education for their support. 

 

 Mrs. Felezzola states that the Code of Ethics for Board Members was reviewed by all 

 Board Members and would be attached to the next board meeting agenda. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Lisk and seconded by Dr. Crisonino that the meeting be  

 adjourned. 

 

 Motion carried. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 PM. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 Donna A. Felezzola 

 School Business Administrator/ Board Secretary 

 


